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"An off-duty police officer has been shot 
at." I listened intently to the clear-sounding 
message coming across the two-way radio 
provided by our security company. How 
quickly my adrenaline level had changed. 
Only a few moments before, I had been sitting 
in silence as the red numbers of the clock cast 
a glow across the inside of the small guard 
shack. It read 1:30 a.m. Eight and one-half 
hours down; one and a half yet to go. 
I looked out through the tinted windows. 
My eyes rehearsed the unchanging scene of 
parked cars and black asphalt. It had been a 
cool, wet night. My head was besieged with 
the symptoms of an oncoming cold. I would 
be glad, very glad, to be home. It wasn't that I 
hated my job. All I had to do was watch over 
a downtown parking lot, escort employees in 
and out, and keep others, generally bar 
patrons, from parking there. In between all 
this, I could read, think, or just try to figure 
out my future plans. It was a fine job, but 
about this time of night it usually felt low on 
pizzazz and high on drudgery. That's why the 
radio traffic had been a welcome intrusion, 
but now the details had become more personal 
than I would have preferred. 
There had been some radio communication 
earlier in the evening and now it started up 
again. One person was calling another person. 
"Car eleven" had asked someone else to 
locate some people that might be in the bar. I 
relaxed a little. They were security guards, 
too. I had been a little concerned about some-
one hearing my partner and me as we reported 
the whereabouts of employees needing 
escorts, etc. Now I sat back to enjoy the 
unavoidable, and therefore legitimate, eaves-
dropping into the work of fellow security 
guards. 
"A man and two ladies in a gray Honda" 
were being sought. The other voice responded 
that there had not been any car of that descrip-
tion "back here." The conversation was not 
immensely interesting, but it was the only 
thing "happening," so I continued to listen. 
Then the first voice began to explain, "An off-
duty police officer has been shot at." The 
words suddenly engulfed me, sending my 
thoughts spinning. The security company I 
was working for is known for having a high 
number of off-duty police officers. I had got-
ten to know several of them. Might one of 
them right now be involved in a violent crime 
scene? 
The voices coming over the radio did not 
wait for me to collect my thoughts. They con-
tinued, "His name is John Pawelski." John 
Pawelski... not John Pawelski—he is my 
brother! The owner of the company I was 
working for. Was it possible that at that very 
moment my hard-working, well-respected 
brother was lying in the middle of a wet street 
just a few blocks away? Was it possible 
that...that...that... Instantly a number of horrif-
ic scenes filled my brain. The street lights 
seemed to dim. The buildings grew into 
mighty fortresses. My alarm level exploded 
beyond the guard shack. 
My view of parked cars and black asphalt 
was transformed into a confinement within an 
"urban war zone." As I waited for more news, 
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Paul Pawelski, of Dayton, 
Ohio, recently accepted the 
pastorate of the Bethel Com-
munity Brethren in Christ 
Church in Cassopolis, Mich. 
I thought about the emotions I was feeling. 
Why was I a part of this desperate situation 
called a city? Why were my wife and I even 
thinking about moving our family to the 
Chicago area? Was not the city a place to be 
avoided? Yet only two weeks earlier, I had 
been in Chicago attending an Urban Ministry 
Congress organized by the Seminary Consor-
tium for Pastoral Education. I had an exuber-
ant time in the heart of Chicago along with 
hundreds of other people who know and love 
the ins and outs of city ministry. What is the 
city: friend or foe? 
I looked suspiciously at all the passing 
cars. Could they be full of criminals? What 
evil were they capable of? Not knowing 
exactly what to look for, I suspected every-
one. Anyone on the road was sure to be a 
violent criminal. Out of the corner of my eye 
I saw a police cruiser make a U-turn in the 
intersection. I turned quickly to get a full 
view just as lights and sirens came on and the 
cruiser sped off. Moments later, another 
cruiser came high-speed through the intersec-
tion, followed by a third one. The lights and 
sirens added their familiar notes to the crime 
scene. 
The voices on the radio started up again. 
"They are in pursuit of the car." The crime 
was still ongoing then. The outcome was still 
not known. More violence, more victims may 
be ahead. I listened transfixed to any news on 
the radio. "They are now in the third district." 
No word yet about anyone getting hurt, nor 
have I seen an ambulance. The police seem 
to be getting control of the situation. I let 
myself relax a little; not much I could do 
about it, and those who could help were 
already helping. 
With the immediate updates on hold, I 
went back to thoughts about the city. There is 
real good in the city and real evil, but a lot of 
the city is disguised. A perception of reality 
affects my actions. Yet when I take the time 
to study objectively my feelings and real life 
facts, I realize that my perceptions are some-
times wrong. I continue to work at removing 
or minimizing the disguise. The more of the 
true city I discover, the more impressed I 
become. I can help the city—albeit in small 
ways—and the city can and is helping me. I 
thought of other Christians I now whom I 
think are missing out on an enriching rela-
tionship with the city due to their mispercep-
tions about the city. 
The city is certainly a complex place, and 
learning to know it better is a joyful, never-
ending journey. I would say, based on my 
experience, that the city is our friend—some-
times more like a friend in waiting, as we 
work on some issues. Clearly, evil is present 
in the city and it must be dealt with. Spiritual 
warfare is one thing, but I am sad so many of 
my Christian friends avoid the city altogether 
just because of its frightening disguise. I 
believe they are the losers, and the city, too. I 
wish I could invite them to try to look behind 
the disguise and experience some of the city. 
They would not have to take it all on, just get 
to know some part of it a little better. Give 
the friendship time to develop, like I had to 
do. 
With no more news about the car, I 
guessed that the police had taken care of that 
situation. The voices on the radio now 
focused on some people at the bar. "Bring 
them up to the elevator on the third floor. I'll 
meet you there. Car eleven wants to ask them 
some questions. They said the off-duty police 
officer's name is John Pawelski. Just a 
minute, I'll confirm that." Now they were 
talking about the part I was most interested 
in. But now I could hear only one of the voic-
es. I listened, wanting to know if my brother 
was hurt. 
"Um, stand by I 'm still trying to confirm 
the name." Well, I'll stand by sure enough, 
but please tell me more. I repositioned the 
radio, and prayed I would be able to hear 
more. I couldn't stand to go back to silence at 
this point. "Now they are saying it is Kowas-
ki with a K." 
I began to relax. The parked cars and 
black asphalt began to reappear. If they were 
wrong once, they could be wrong again, but 
it looked like if my brother was involved, he 
wasn't hurt. I heard the one security guard 
again a few more times after that, but I decid-
ed to assume everything was all right. 
The next night, I watched the news report 
on the lobby TV at another security assign-
ment. No one was hurt; in fact, no shots were 
fired. It was only a threat at gun point, and 
the suspect was in custody. The media made 
the story into a question of all downtown 
safety, as they are skilled in doing. (They 
went on to report crimes in a few suburbs, 
although they never questioned the safety of 
those areas.) Yes, we are not unlike some 
other areas; we do have isolated incidents of 
crime in the city, but we also enjoy safety, 
fun, convenient living, cultural enrichment, 
and good neighbors. The city is my friend; I 
love its good, work with God to fight its evil, 
and do what I can to help others see beyond 
its negative disguise. I later confirmed that 
the whole time I was concerned about my 
brother, he was sleeping in his comfortable 
and safe home. I was the one needing to be 
pitied. S3 
4 Evangelical Visitor- September 1998 
Dallas Center Brethren in Christ Church celebrates its past 
by Bonnie (Raser) Frey 
ON A HOT Saturday evening in July, about 85 people met in the newly decorated sanctuary of the former Dallas Center Brethren in Christ Church to honor those 
whose vision, sacrifices, and love for the Lord 
had made possible the move into this lovely lit-
tle church in July of 1947. Dorcas Lady Good 
said it well for those of us who share its histo-
ry, "The beauty of the windows and the beau-
ty of the lives that surrounded me here will 
always be a part of who I am." 
The Lady siblings, whose father had pas-
tored the church from June of 1946 to 1955, 
have many memories of their years in Dallas 
Center and wished to do something special to 
honor their father and others who served the 
church. Thus, the idea of a sacred concert was 
born. It was a memorable worship experience 
with Dr. Lucille Lady Wingert of Lancaster, 
Pa., at the piano, accompanying her siblings, 
Eunice Lady Boyer, also of Lancaster, Charles 
S. Lady, of Buffalo, N.Y., Dorcas Lady Good, 
of Upland, Calif., and Newton, Kans., and 
Ruth Lady Paran, of Carlisle, Pa. Gerald 
September 1998 
Wingert (Lucille's husband) was asked to sing 
with the four Lady siblings. Their singing filled 
the church with music. The congregation was 
asked to join them in singing on two occa-
sions. Dorcas presented two moving dramatic 
readings, "The Cross Was His Own" and "One 
Solitary Life," and led the congregation in an 
antiphonal reading with selections taken from 
those underl ined in her mother ' s Bible. 
Lucille's piano solos were a fitting beginning 
and end to the concert. The family also led a 
Sunday morning worship service with some 
thirty people present. 
Because this church was important to many 
of us, we welcomed the opportunity the Lady 
siblings provided to say a proper good-bye to 
the old church where we remembered times 
of inspiration and social fellowship, as well as 
the funerals of our parents and loved aunts and 
uncles, our weddings, or those of siblings and 
friends. With our good-byes we were also say-
ing hello to the church, which has been lov-
ingly restored beyond its original beauty by a 
young couple who purchased the building in 
1996, Dan and Mary Oberender. Their dream 





















is that the church will be a place where people 
will gather to celebrate the special occasions 
that life brings our way. 
The Dallas Center, Iowa, Brethren in Christ Church is a church rich in history. It was incorporated in 1897. John Hawbaker, Harrison Garwick, and William Deemy 
were the pastors. The writer's aunt, Berniece 
Deemy Raser, born in 1913, one of nine chil-
dren of William and Anna Deemy, said that 
her father was pastor as far back as she could 
remember. She believes attendance was in the 
40s during those early years. Someone wrote 
that "the work looked very discouraging for 
the nucleus at Dallas Center." 
However, the church was infused with new 
life in 1927, as the result of a tent meeting in 
Dallas Center. In later years, Samuel Lady 
wrote about it as follows. "Heaven broke 
through with an old-fashioned, sin-killing, 
heart-searching, soul-stirring, and life-chang-
ing revival, until the theater operator at the 
county seat became alarmed that he would go 
out of business if the revival didn't stop." 
William Lewis was the evangelist and served 
as pastor at the church for a year following 
this protracted meeting. The group finally 
moved into the church when it got too cold to 
have services in the tent. The writer's father, 
Rudy Raser, was saved at that tent meeting, as 
were his eight siblings, with seven of them 
joining the church: Hettie, Susan, Rudy, 
Emma, John, Jake, Oscar, and cousins, Christ 
and Levi Nissly. 
In his memoirs Rudy writes, "God's Spirit 
moved mightily in the community. All the 
churches were stirred, maybe better said, the 
devil was stirred. Soon the question came up as 
to what church to join, as we needed a church 
home. The Yorkers seemed not to want us, 
didn't know how to handle these new converts, 
thought they were possessed of some sort of 
wild spirits. Actually, it was only the great joy 
of finding deliverance, freedom of spirit, a new 
life!" (The Rasers' and Nisslys' parents were 
Yorkers.) "The Brethren in Christ people 
encouraged, nurtured, and ministered to us new 
Christians. So naturally we turned to them. 
Later many of us were baptized and joined the 
Brethren in Christ." Raser served as a deacon 
for 50 years, actively supported by his wife 
Myra. 
There were several with Church of the 
Brethren backgrounds who joined the church 
and were longtime members. Among them 
were Mrs. Ralph (Mary) Pierce, who wor-
shipped there until the church closed, and 
Anna Mary Royer Wenger, also a longtime 
member. Berniece remembers that she loved to 
go to church after the revival because for many 
months, townspeople, including the mayor, 
would come to church. She said, "you could 
expect an altar service" and that "the church 
was often full with about 100 people present." 
In 1928, Walter and Sadie Reighard and 
their family came from Pennsylvania to serve 
this lively group as pastor, staying several 
years. Then in 1935, one of the new converts, 
Christ Nissly, agreed to be their pastor. Christ 
had married a Des Moines girl, Geneva Filley, 
in 1932. Christy, as we called him, served us 
well for ten years, although he lamented his 
lack of formal education. He was a hardwork-
ing farmer and pastor, thoughtful and kind, 
and faithfully preached the Word. Christ recalls 
that during his tenure, John and Berniece Raser 
came from California (1937) to serve a year as 
pastor, giving him a year of relief from the 
work of the church. The congregation wor-
shipped in a small, unattractive frame building 
with a pot belly stove and straight back chairs 
and a motto above the pulpit, "By grace are ye 
saved, through faith: not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God, not of works lest any man 
should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9 KJV). 
The group enjoyed fellowship with the Des Moines churches, meet-ing twice yearly for all-day ser-vices with a shared noon m e a l -New Year's Day at Des Moines 
and the Fourth of July at Dallas Center. The 
lack of a kitchen or indoor plumbing (at Dallas 
Center) did not detract from the anticipation of 
those times together. 
The church welcomed families from out of 
state also. In 1937, newlyweds Dean and Faye 
Alleman, from Pennsylvania, upon the invita-
tion of evangelist Henry Landis who had been 
at Roxberry, moved to Des Moines with the 
idea that they would help in the church there. 
Not finding work in Des Moines, in about a 
week the couple moved to Dallas Center, 
where Dean had located a job. Three others 
couples followed them to Iowa. Laban and 
Annie Hock in 1938 came as newlyweds to 
find work in the area, having God's promise of 
a job there. Elmo and Veda Alleman moved to 
Knoxville to help in the struggling church 
there. (Will Deemy, in his seventies, had gone 
to pastor a small group of believers there.) 
They moved to Dallas Center in 1939. Harry 
and Catherine Hock went to Des Moines. Later 
they moved to Dallas Center. These couples 
were a real boost to the work and had 19 chil-
dren between them during the years they lived 
in Iowa. The Rasers had seven children and 
the Levi Nissly family had five. (Church 
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Formerly the 
Methodist Church, 
this building housed 
the Dallas Center 
congregation from 
1947 until the church 
was closed in 1995. 
growth in the thirties!) Attendance was in the 
60s and 70s. In 1940, Dean Allen came from 
Kansas. He married Myra Packard from Des 
Moines. Some years later, his brothe, Dwight 
and their family moved to Dallas Center also. 
In the early forties, the holiness move-ment had a continuing impact on this small congregation when members of the Yorker church became dissatisfied with their church and decided to join 
the Brethren in Christ. First came Harold and 
Martha Myers in 1940. Later there were three 
Keller families, John Jay and Esther, Clarence 
and Lucille, and John Keller and adult daugh-
ters, Ruth and Naomi. These were people who 
wanted to work in the church and were great-
ly appreciated. The brethren handled this situ-
ation by seeking to maintain fellowship with 
the Yorkers. The writer remembers attending 
Yorker meetings occasionally and usually a 
love feast service. There were always grand-
parents and cousins to greet. 
After Nissly's resignation in June of 1946, a 
new pastoral couple, Samuel and Lois Lady, 
arrived with their five children, bringing with 
them enthusiasm and love for the work of the 
church. Samuel preached a year in the little 
white church while the brethren waited for the 
Methodists to finish their new church. Finally 
the long awaited moving day came. What a 
splendid day it was to move from the unattrac-
tive, old church to the lovely, little church with 
the beautiful windows. Diarist Esther Engle 
recalls that they had prayer meeting in the new 
church on July 17, 1947, and then camp meet-
ing began on July 21. Attendance was running 
in the 60s and 70s. There was a large group of 
young people. 
Partly in an attempt to establish their inde-
pendence from what seemed the somewhat 
paternalistic attitude of the Des Moines church-
es, it was decided to have "our own" camp 
meetings. There were four camp meetings in 
the church, 1947 through 1950. Then the group 
had tent meetings, one at the Clarence Keller 
farm and one south of Adel. A member recalls 
that attendance was not good enough to war-
rant continuing those meetings. There were 
revival meetings twice yearly. Raser records 
the names of 33 evangelists, some serving 
more than once. The revivals at Des Moines 
were often attended as well. 
In 1956, Ernest (Ernie) and Ruth Dohner 
and their three daughters moved into the par-
sonage. In addition to the dedicated and ener-
getic service he gave as a new pastor, Ernie had 
access to nursery stock from the Ohio nursery 
where he had worked. He and Rudy Raser each 
made trips with Raser's large truck, bringing 
back hundreds of plants and trees. He was 
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advised that it 
would be 
difficult to find 
a pastor to 
serve them. 
The solution 
seemed to be 
obvious. Close 
the church. 
A couple of 
weeks later, it 
was closed. 
Bonnie (Raser) Frey, of 
Abilene, Kans., attended the 
Dallas Center Church from 
her birth in 1929 until her 
marriage in 1950, and then 
visited frequently until 1977, 
when her mother died and her 
father retired in California. 
instrumental in planting many trees and shrubs 
around the church and parsonage, making it 
much more attractive. He also planted for 
dozens of home owners in the area. However, 
church attendance began to drop somewhat, as 
young people left and the Elmo Allemans and 
Laban Hocks and their large families returned 
to the East in 1959. Deane Allemans moved to 
Illinois and Harry Hocks to the Detroit Mis-
sion. Dohner served as pastor until 1965. Dur-
ing his tenure, nine members of the Dunkard 
Brethren Church requested transfer of mem-
bership to the Brethren in Christ. They were 
welcomed and continued to be faithful in atten-
dance. Every attempt was made by the Breth-
ren in Christ Church to continue fellowship 
with the Dunkard Brethren. 
Melvin and Ruth Boose followed the Doh-
ners, serving several years. Esther Keller 
believes attendance was in the 60s then. Then 
Millard and Minnie Haldeman (he was a for-
mer Dunkard Brethren pastor who had come 
with the group of nine) were called to the pas-
torate. Attendance continued to remain fairly 
steady. After the Haldemans' resignation, Nor-
man and Murial Channel came in the early 
eighties and were there about five years. Eric 
and Bobbi Stanton followed the Channels. The 
group had become smaller, with attendance in 
the 40s and below. 
Duane and Rhonda Pottiger came in the late 
eighties, and under Duane's leadership, the 
church experienced increased attendance. Bob 
and Mary Lister (present pastoral couple at 
Rosebank, Kans.) and their four children began 
attending the church at this time. They were 
instrumental in bringing several community 
families to the church. Bob said that in an 
effort to establish a new identity, to separate 
them from the other four "brethren" churches 
in Dallas Center, it was decided to change the 
name of the church to the Mound Park Church. 
Some questioned the advisability of the name 
change, and some felt sad about the change. 
Listers also said that the conservative ele-
ment in the church, a group that related well to 
Pottiger, was unwilling to integrate the new 
families into church life. Pottiger, however, 
identified with and was liked by the new fam-
ilies also. When the Pottigers left in 1989, sev-
eral families left with them. Thus, when Paul 
and Audrey Eberhard came in 1989, they 
served a small congregation for about three 
years and were disappointed that the church 
did not grow. After they left, Jesse and Wilma 
Dourte came for a brief interim pastorate. 
Ken and Anita Abel and their family came 
from Canada in 1992 to serve a diminishing 
congregation. The group numbered in the 20s 
at the time of Ken's resignation in August of 
1995. A longtime member, who was then serv-
ing on the church board, said that the small 
group was struggling with the lack of strong 
lay leadership, was unable to meet the financial 
obligations facing them, and was advised that 
it would be difficult to find a pastor to serve 
them. The solution seemed to be obvious. 
Close the church. A couple of weeks later, it 
was closed. 
Many of us with ties to the church were 
saddened and unprepared for this seemingly 
sudden decision to close this church. There 
had been no indication of this when just a few 
weeks earlier, on July 8, the extended Raser 
family and friends had been so graciously wel-
comed and hosted by the few remaining mem-
bers as we gathered at the church for the funer-
al of Rudy Raser, longtime member who had 
loved and served the church until his retire-
ment in California. 
Thus, the news that the Lady sib-lings were going to present a sacred concert at the church seemed like an opportunity to say a more fitting good-bye to the 
Dallas Center Brethren in Christ Church that 
had a 98-year history in our brotherhood. It 
was with great pleasure that we shared with 
them in this celebration of love and thanks-
giving and hope. 
What does the future hold for the Dallas 
Center church, a church building without a 
congregation? Could it be that God has plans to 
give the church, or at least the church building, 
"a hope and a future?" It would seem that Dan 
and Mary Ellen Oberender may be providing 
the answer to that. Our good wishes and our 
prayers are with them in their endeavor to keep 
the church open and in good repair so the 
building can be enjoyed for another 100 years. 
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by Dennis F. Kiniaw 
WE CANNOT IMAGINE how the disciples of Jesus felt the Satur-day and Sunday after the cruci-fixion. Perhaps no other band of 
people has ever suffered greater emotional 
trauma than they! Dismay, despair, and sor-
row mingled with their guilt. 
The disciples had believed so deeply that 
Jesus was the One for whom Israel waited. 
They had believed deeply enough that they 
left work and family and friends to follow 
him for three and a half years. They had 
staked their lives on their belief. And they 
had loved him. 
But now Jesus was gone. He was dead 
and buried. And with his death went all their 
hopes. Worse, their trauma was heightened 
by a sense of guilt. Not one of them had 
acquitted himself well in those last hours of 
Jesus' life. Their shame made personal loss 
and despair even more bitter. 
Now some strange stories were circulating 
among them—stories that Jesus had been 
seen on that Sunday by some of his friends. 
As the shadows lengthened into night, those 
who knew him best sought out one another; 
when they had found each other, they locked 
the doors. (Fear was also a part of their suf-
fering.) Quickly, they began to share the 
experiences of that day. Cleophas and his 
nameless f r iend came in f rom Emmaus ; 
while they were telling their experience of 
meeting the resurrected Jesus, the miracle 
occurred. 
It really should not have come as a sur-
prise. He had tried to prepare them for it. 
He had assured them that whenever two or 
more of them met to talk about him, before 
they finished he would be there. Suddenly, 
that promise which always fills true Christian 
worship with mystery and excitement was 
fulfilled. He was there, the living Lord in 
their midst. If the preceding two days had 
been filled with negative emotions, we can 
be sure these moments exploded with ecstat-
ic joy. Death had not really contained him. 
He was alive! 
Or was it just an illusion? If it really was 
Jesus, how should they respond? Loving joy 
made them want to grasp him and never let 
him go. But that joy may have been attenu-
ated by guilt. At least Peter may have pre-
ferred for the moment to flee. 
Yet the disciples were not left in a quan-
dary as to how they should respond. Jesus 
spoke, and his greeting must have brought 
them joy: "Peace be with you!" (John 20:19). 
John gives a very brief account of the con-
versation that night. He recalls only five sen-
tences of what Jesus said. Two of those sen-
tences are, "Peace be with you." John also 
records the fact that when Jesus appeared to 
them again the next week, he blessed them 
with the same greeting (v. 26). 
Luke was not in that meeting on Easter 
evening. We do not know who informed him 
of it; but the informant was also impressed 
by Jesus' greeting, because Luke also tells us 
that Jesus stood in their midst and said, 
"Peace be with you" (Luke 24:36). 
These words must have been sweet to the 
ears of the disciples. Perhaps they heard in 
them an indication of his will toward them. 
He did not come to upbraid them because 
they had failed to believe, nor to chastise 
them because they had forsaken him. He 
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came to let them know that he was alive and 
ready to resume the relationship of trust and 
love that they had known before. His will 
toward them was good. Little wonder they 
savored these words and recorded them for 
us! 
Then Jesus showed them his hands and 
his side. For six months he had been telling 
them he would suffer and be crucified. Now 
he showed them the evidence in his resur-
rected body. When he had spoken to them 
about the cross, they had been unable to hear 
him. The cross was unthinkable for them. 
But Friday had forced home the reality he 
had foretold. Then the question was, "Why?" 
Now they looked at his scars and began to 
come to terms with it all. All that they were 
later to understand of the atonement un-
doubtedly had its hesitant beginnings in 
these moments. Perhaps here for the first 
time they began to be conscious of the fact 
that the tragedy of Friday involved them, 
that it was accomplished for them. Paul later 
spoke for them all: 
For what I received I passed on to you as 
of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures... 
(1 Cor. 15:3). 
It was not an accident of history nor a 
fateful tragedy that took Jesus to the Cross. 
He had done it for them. He had died for 
their sin. His crucifixion was the supreme 
evidence of the Father's love. 
In that secret room began the church's 
love affair with the scars of Jesus. If you 
have any question about this, sing your way 
through the hymnal and notice how these 
evidences of God's love have caught the 
imagination of our hymn writers. All hymns 
about the crucifixion express our involve-
ment in it. At other events of history, we 
may stand as spectators: but there we were 
existentially involved. In fact, we were the 
chief participants because it was for us that 
he suffered and died. The scars are eternal 
witnesses to his love for us: 
Crown Him the Lord of love: 
Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified; 
No angel in the sky 
Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bends his wondering eye 
At mysteries so bright. 
If we think it awesome that the eternal 
Christ bears forever in his body the marks of 
his commitment to creatures like us, we can 
scarcely imagine the mystery of such love to 
the angels. Note Wesley's famous lines: 
Five bleeding wounds He bears, 
Received on Calvary; 
They pour effectual prayers, 
They strongly plead for me; 
Forgive him, O forgive, they cry, 
Nor let that ransomed sinner die! 
The power of this theme is reflected in a 
story from the British Methodist, J. E. Rat-
tenbury. In his book, The Eucharistic Hymns 
of John and Charles Wesley, Rattenbury tells 
of the impact this hymn had upon him when 
he was a child. Hymns written specifically 
for children never seemed to grip him; but 
this one did. The first verse particularly 
caught his attention: 
Arise, my soul, arise, 
Shake off thy guilty fears; 
The bleeding Sacrifice 
In my' behalf appears: 
Before the Throne my Surety stands; 
My name is written on His hands. 
With the tender conscience of a child, Rat-
tenbury knew what "guilty fears" were. So 
he felt this hymn applied to his own life. But 
the last line particularly fired his imagina-
tion: "My name is written on His hands." 
The only writing on human flesh that Rat-
tenbury had ever seen was tattooing on the 
body of a sailor; so he wondered if his name 
was tattooed on the hands of Jesus, an indi-
cation of Christ's love for him and commit-
ment to him, in spite of his guilt. 
It is a moving thought. There are some 
days when I know I have not acted as I 
ought, when I have been more like the for-
lorn disciples on Easter night than I would 
like to admit. I can almost hear the heavenly 
Father ask Jesus, '"Son, how did that Kinlaw 
guy do today?" I hear the Son respond, "Well, 
Father, he did not do so well today... ." 
I quake as I hear the Father say, "Shall we 
give up on him?" But then my spirit leaps 
with Rattenbury's when, in my imagination, 
I see Jesus lift two scarred hands to the 
Father and say, "No, Father. We have a sub-
stantial investment in him. We are not going 
to give up on him." 
I find that I too have a love affair with 
those scars! 
God in his wisdom has seen to it that the 
church will have difficulty forgetting the 
message of the scars. He has built into the 
life and liturgy of the church a bit of the 
drama that makes this message inescapable. 
Every time a pastor says, "This is my body 
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of saving 
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which was broken for you... . And this is 
my blood which was shed for you," we 
are reminded that Christ's will toward us 
is good.. . . 
Yes, the moments Jesus spent with his 
disciples that first Easter evening must 
have been very tender and precious. 
"I Am Sending You" 
Then Jesus spoke again. Perhaps no 
words in all of Scripture are more shock-
ing than the ones that now fell on the dis-
ciples' ears. While the scars spoke of 
Christ's will toward them, he now spoke 
of his will for them: "As the Father has 
sent me, I am sending you" (John 20:21). 
We should not be too critical of the 
disciples for failing to grasp immediate-
ly the import of these words. The evi-
dence shows that the church still has not 
heard all that Jesus was saying here. Yet 
this is his most moving statement of our 
mission. 
This commission is keenly appropriate 
for the Gospel of John, for a careful read-
ing shows that the concept of "sentness" 
is central to this Gospel. The two Greek 
words for "sent" ((jtmxrtfAAo) and 7i£|i7UO) 
are used about forty times in John; both 
are found in this verse. Jesus' use of these 
words reveals the profound awareness of 
mission that he had, the acute sense of 
"sentness." They are expressive of how 
Jesus saw his relationship to the Father 
and to the world. His expression in Greek 
literally means, "the sending-me Father" 
(8:16, 18 et al). This sense of mission 
had been determinative of Jesus' entire 
life. Now he turned to that band of disci-
ples huddled together in a secret room 
on Eas ter evening and said, "As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you." 
In this way, Jesus spells out the Chris-
tians' commission in the world. We are to 
be to the world something of what Jesus 
is to us. He came to redeem the world; 
having finished the earthly part of that 
commission, he sends us as his co-work-
ers to complete the job. Yes, he calls us to 
work with him as well as for him. 
What a job! If every person is as big as 
his job, then Christians should stand tall. 
We are engaged in the most vital business 
in the world, God's business. This is why 
there is always something regal about the 
person who obeys God's call and gives 
herself or himself to the task of reaching 
the world. 
However, we should carefully note to 
whom Jesus speaks here. Not only were 
the apostles in that room. Cleophas and 
his nameless f r i end were there; the 
women who had found Jesus' tomb that 
morning also were there. To all of them, 
he gave the same commission that he had 
received from his Father. Jesus was sent 
so that the world would not perish, but be 
saved. Now he sent his own with the 
same commission. 
This has profound vocational impli-
cations for all who claim the name of 
Christ. Every person has the right to 
choose whether to become a Christian. 
Once a person has chosen, though, he 
finds that he has made another decision. 
His business is now to finish the ministry 
which Christ began. What a responsibil-
ity! 
Of course, this does not obscure the 
fact that there are orders of ministry. 
Some are called to be pastors, others to 
be teachers, others to be evangelists, still 
others to be missionaries, and so on. 
Some are called to be bankers, some to 
be lawyers, some to be farmers, some to 
be wives and mothers. But a Christian's 
place of ministry—a Christian's role—is 
not the determinative factor of his life. 
His call is what counts, and it is univer-
sally the same for every Christian. God 
calls every Christian with Christ to the 
task of saving the world. What a task! 
But what a relationship accompanies 
the task! A close study of John's Gospel 
is most revealing in this regard. Notice: 
• Christ sends the Church as the 
Father sends him. 
• Christ's "sentness" reflects his rela-
tionship to the Father. Our "sent-
ness" indicates a similar relation-
ship to Christ. 
• Now the relationship that Christ has 
with us, we have with the world. 
What Jesus means to the church, the 
church is supposed to mean to the world. 
What a relationship indeed! 
And what an intimacy! A study of the 
Gospels will reveal a close intimacy of 
the Father and the Son, which is wit-
nessed by many texts. At the baptism of 
Jesus, the Father says: 
You are my Son, whom I love; with 
you I am well pleased (Mark 1: lib). 




















Note that this statement occurs at the pre-
cise moment Jesus identifies himself with a 
sinful world by submitting to baptism. On 
the Mount of Transfiguration the divine 
voice speaks again: 
This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to 
him! (Mark 9:7b). 
This statement comes immediately after 
Jesus' conversation with Elijah and Moses 
concerning the cross (Luke 9:31). A third 
time the Gospels report that God's voice was 
heard authenticating the Father's pleasure 
with his Son; it is found in John 12:27-28, at 
the moment Jesus commits himself to go to 
the cross so that the world might see and 
know him: 
'Now my heart is troubled, and what shall 
I say? "Father, save me from this hour"? 
No, it was for this very reason I came to 
this hour. Father, glorify your name' Then 
a voice came from heaven, 'I have glorified 
it, and will glorify it again.' 
One cannot read the Gospels without 
sensing the close intimacy that Jesus had 
with his Father and, conversely, that this inti-
macy was associated with Jesus' voluntary 
commitment to the mission on which his 
Father had sent him. That intimacy is a pic-
ture of the intimacy Christ wants with us. 
Intimacy And "Sentness" 
One evening I spent about four hours with 
a young missionary who was giving his life 
for a tribe of primitive Indians in Latin 
America. He was hardly more than thirty 
years of age, yet he had been working out-
side the Uni ted States for more than a 
decade. 
In fact, this young man left the university 
after his sophomore year, liquidated what he 
owned, and bought a one-way ticket to the 
mission field. Despite the opposition of his 
family and without anyone to lend him finan-
cial support, he had dropped out of school 
and gone to foreign mission work. His story 
was so dramatic that I found it difficult to 
question the propriety of what he had done. 
Yet I found myself asking, "Why did you 
have to go then? Why could you not wait 
until you had finished your training and 
secured some support?" 
He looked away for a moment. Then he 
turned as if he had a secret that he was not 
sure he could entrust to me. He said, "I had 
found an intimacy with Jesus that I was 
afraid I would lose if I did not do what he 
wanted me to do." 
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You may question his judgment and his 
timing. But no one who knows the Scrip-
tures can question his insight concerning 
intimacy with Christ. 
In Matthew's account of the Great Com-
mission (28:18-20), Jesus tells his disciples 
that when they go to disciple the nations he 
will be with them. As the Father was with 
Jesus in his "sentness," Jesus promises to be 
with us in ours. The reason: Jesus has no 
other way to be in the world except through 
us. So he has pledged himself to be with us. 
But there is a price to be paid for this inti-
macy. The Bible speaks about our method as 
well as our mission. The world will have to 
be reached in the same way that we have 
been reached, through self-giving love. Jesus 
described it as laying down one's life for his 
friends: 
I am the good shepherd. The good shep-
herd lays down his life for the sheep (John 
10:11). 
Jesus insisted that he was not required to 
surrender his life: 
No one takes it from me, but 1 lay it down 
of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down and authority to take it up again... 
(John 10:18). 
Then he speaks to his disciples: 
My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you. Greater love has no one 
than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends (John 15:12-13). 
In John 17:18 he speaks to his Father 
about them: 
As you sent me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world. 
His method of reaching the world through 
us is the same as that used by the Father to 
reach us through Christ: self-sacrificing love. 
This does not mean that our actions have 
redemptive value in themselves; it means 
that Christ 's redemptive power becomes 
effective for others when we give up our 
rights to ourselves and become sacrificial 
instruments of his Spirit. This is costly, but 
there is no other way. And saving the world 
is worth any price, ultimately. 
Excerpted from Preaching in the Spirit by Dennis 
Kinlaw, published by Evangel Publishing House, 1998. 
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From the growing church in Nepal... 
this answer 
by Bhim Jumar Yakthumba 
In Nepal, Christianity is becoming a hot topic both in 
political circles and in non-Christian circles of the society. 
Nepalese Christians are, in fact, very devout and mingle 
with non-Christian brothers and sisters. Armed with the 
teachings of the Bible, they tirelessly spread the Gospel. In 
the midst of these efforts, countless workers of the Lord 
have been persecuted by anti-Christ elements or by gov-
ernment-concerned machineries; but in spite of such 
actions, these holy soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ are 
becoming stronger than ever before. The result is that, 
whether literate or illiterate, people are becoming more 
curious to understand Christianity. The birth of such 
curiosity in their hearts indicates that the Holy Spirit is 
touching their consciences. 
Many churches of different denominations are undoubt-
edly spreading the message of the Holy Book. Curious 
listeners, from remote mountain areas to plain areas, are 
developing interest in the Bible, Christianity, and Jesus 
Christ. They are eager to know: 
• Why Nepalese of all sects are slowly attracted towards 
this new religion; 
• What the dynamic teachings are in the Gospel; 
• How Christianity has just one and only one book, 
whereas in other religions there are numerous reli-
gious books that need to be studied to understand the 
religion; 
• How in this one book, containing Old and New Testa-
ments, can be found the living narrations of the cre-
ation of the universe to the birth of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and 
• How sinners can be freed from their sinful lives by 
Christ's physical sacrifice for their sins, making sal-
vation available as soon as they accept him whole-
heartedly. 
The new readers from other religions are amazed to 
find that without performing any rituals, as are necessary 
in other religions, this Christianity is focused on only one 
person, and that it is through Jesus alone, by accepting him 
and his living words of the Gospel, that any person can get 
salvation. Their curiosity drives them to inquire how sal-
vation can be gotten so easily, without passing through 
many customs as is required in other religions. 
For such questions we have this answer, that Jesus came 
to this unclean, sinful world 2000 years ago to preach a 
new religion of only one God, the Creator, to show the way 
of freedom from their sinful lives and to enable them to 
walk bravely on the path He created for them so they might 
have everlasting life full of peace and harmony. 
Many ministries are actively working in Nepal to reach 
the peoples of every nook and corner; spreading the mes-
sage, preaching, discipling, and giving them spiritual ener-
gy. Christian Women's Fellowship and Children's Wings 
are developing Christian environment in their respective 
houses and in the churches. In this way children are 
involved in many activities so that, in time, they understand 
the gospel and maintain Christian character. Our present 
day activities give rise to a hope for tomorrow's fruitful 
outcome. 
The Brethren in Christ Churches in Nepal started min-
istries years ago, but the growth of believers is increasing 
tremendously. The Brethren in Christ church has ten min-
istries established in the villages of Morang district, which 
have an encouraging number of baptized believers. The 
leaders of those ministries are very obedient and commit-
ted. They are becoming more effective leaders by attend-
ing frequent seminars which are organized for spiritual 
uplift and training in leadership, discipling, communica-
tion, and Christian life. These seminars are very useful. 
Nepal's evangelists, whose task is to spread the message 
and bring more people to the Lord, are lacking very essen-
tial qualities like planning, strategy, proper stewardship, 
spiritual parenting, and communication. Regular fellowship 
without the above-mentioned skills will require more time 
to inspire and impress the persons whom they approach. 
Now the time has come to prepare such high-spirited evan-
gelists with all these qualities before they are assigned for 
discipling tasks. Our Lord has said to his disciples to go 
everywhere and make disciples, crossing the barriers of 
language, culture, social behaviors, and their rituals. It is 
necessary to win confidence and cultivate the seeds of 
holy gospel in the hearts of the spiritually needy. We need 
to be very patient because we have to clean their impure 
hearts and make them fertile land, and thereafter the seeds 
sown will grow and bear fruit. 
This hope is alive in me because as Jesus says in 
Matthew 28:18-20, "All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I will be 
with you always to the very end of 
the age." Oh how our Lord loves us 
that he is always with us now and 
until the end of the age! 
This article by Bhim Jumar Yakthumba, 
a Brethren in Christ church leader in 
Nepal, gives us a view of what it's like to 
take the Gospel to persons who have no 
prior understanding of Christianity. 
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by Rachel Kibler 
Rachel Kibler and 
her husband 
George serve 




in Choma, Zambia. 
They are members 
of the Cumberland 
Valley Brethren in 
Christ Church in 
Dillsburg, Pa. In 
this article, Rachel 
describes a trip to 
Gwembe Valley, 
near Lake Kariba, 
about a two-hour 
drive from 
Nahumba. 
ne of the joys of the trip to 
Gwembe was that we would be 
seeing a young man whose fami-
ly we had known many years ago 
before they left Zambia during 
the Independence exodus. They 
had moved to Zimbabwe, leaving all their 
earthly possessions in Zambia, because at that 
time government restrictions made it impossi-
ble to take their things with them. They began 
life again in Zimbabwe only to move on again 
after about ten years, leaving everything 
behind for the same reasons. I can't imagine 
starting over two separate times in one life-
time. 
Chris, a devout Dutch Reformed Christian, 
was working at a fishing and crocodile farm 
and was keen for us to come to minister to the 
workers at the farm he was managing. The 
first night, Tuesday, we showed the "Jesus" 
film with ten people, all men, staying for 
prayer. The next morning I was ready to do the 
usual follow-up session—"Now that I've 
Become a Christian, What Has Happened to 
Me." When I went to the area under the tree 
where we were to meet, there were 30 men 
waiting, most of whom had come off the 
nighttime fishing boats. They had not seen the 
film the night before. I began my session, 
changing it significantly to accommodate 
these men who knew nothing about Jesus, 
God, prayer, etc. As I began the lesson, they 
listened with rapt attention. There were a few 
whispers, and someone came to me and whis-
pered in my ear that they wanted to see the 
film. They wondered what they should do. 
I suggested investigating to see if there was 
a shed somewhere where we could show the 
film in daylight. But the men began to respond 
to the lesson and answer questions after I had 
explained, for instance, what prayer is, etc. I 
sensed an openness and hunger in them and 
stopped in the middle of the lesson to ask if 
there were any who, even then, wanted to 
accept Jesus and confess their sins. Ten raised 
their hands. I told them I would finish the les-
son, they would see the film, and then we 
would talk with them and help them to 
become Christians. Thirty-one men crowded 
into that small building. The lighting was bad. 
The walls were rough. The picture shown on 
the wall was not good, but the Spirit of the 
Lord was there. Eleven teenage girls came to 
watch, too. 
At the close of the film we invited them to 
accept Jesus, whom they had seen on the film, 
to confess their sins to him, and become 
adopted into God's family. Every person in the 
room stood to indicate they were ready to 
accept Christ. It was the 31 rough, tough, une-
ducated, pagan men whom I cannot forget. 
There was such a sincerity about them. The 
girls, too, were not responding to a mob deci-
sion. They, one by one, were receiving Christ. 
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God at work in our world 
Centennial march 
Nancy Shenk, wife of Bishop Jake 
Shenk, tells about one of the centenni-
al happenings in Bulawayo, Zimbab-
we, near the place where the overseas 
missions program began 100 years 
ago. Following is an excerpt from one 
of her letters. 
On June 28, we had a big fund-rais-
ing march through Bulawayo for the 
centennial celebrations at Matopo. 
This was mainly the Bulawayo church-
es. Jake and I were with Bishop and 
Mrs. Jesse Engle, and we were dressed 
rather authentically. I had my mother 
send me clothes from my Yorker rela-
tives, etc. Jake's manufactured beard 
looked almost real. We rode in a don-
key cart starting at the city hall up to 
the high court building, past Matopo 
Book Centre and then out to Bulawayo 
Central Church—approximately six-
teen city blocks. A store in Bulawayo 
donated a huge banner, which two men 
carried. Approximately 2,000 church 
people marched behind us singing all 
the way. 
Then we had the service in the open 
area across the street f rom Central 
Church. Someone had donated a cow, 
which was slaughtered for the occa-
sion. Plates of rice or porridge and beef 
or chicken were sold. Also people 
could buy packets of raw meat and 
there were fires for them to grill the 
meat over. Total attendance was prob-
Megan Davis begins 
SALT assignment 
Megan Davis, of Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., was one of thirty-one persons 
participating in a SALT Internation-
al orientation held at MCC head-
quarters in July. She is beginning a 
one-year MCC assignment in Thai-
land, where she will work as a docu-
mentalist assistant. 
Megan received a bachelor 's 
degree in religion from Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pa. She is a member of the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church. Her 
ably over 3,000. The total offering, 
etc., goes toward the celebrations. I 
have not heard how much yet, but I do 
know one lady gave a young ox which 
should bring in over $4000 alone. Any-
way, it was a great day of the Bul-
awayo churches getting together, and I 
think everyone enjoyed themselves. 
Great celebration 
Curtis Book and his wife Leslie with 
their three daughters have been serv-
ing as part of the church planting team 
in Bogota, Colombia since mid-1994. 
They are members of the Mount Rock 
Brethren in Christ Church in Ship-
pensburg, Pa. Curtis tells about the 
newest congregation in Bogota. 
The first baptism of the new church 
plant at Pensilvania was a time of great 
celebration. On June 14, five people 
from the new church and five from the 
Niza IX congregation, the first Breth-
ren in Christ congregation in Bogota, 
celebrated Christian baptism in a joint 
service after having taking a 12-week 
baptismal class. Their testimonies were 
an incredible illustration of the power 
of God to change lives, bringing hope 
and light in the midst of restlessness 
and even desperation. I was especially 
impacted by the words of three of 
those from the new church as they 
expressed their joy and freedom over 
the bondage of sin. 
The following Sunday, each of them 
mother is Mary Jane 
Davis of Mechanics-
burg. 
SALT (Serving And 
Learning Together) 
International is a one-
year MCC program for 
young adults interested 
in living, learning, and 
working overseas. It is 
administered by Menno-
nite Central Committee, 
the service, development, and relief agen-
cy of North American Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches. 
also took the vow of church member-
ship. It was wonderful for me to know 
that these newly baptized believers 
were not only committing themselves 
unreservedly to God, but also to the 
Church to be taught and led by her. 
Additionally, they are beginning to 
understand the importance of their 
commitment of service to the Church 
through ministry and giving. With this 
kind of openness to God and the 
church, I know that God will move 
mightily among us. 
It begins 
with prayer 
Melanie Hawbaker is in her first term 
of ministry in Colombia, working in 
La Calzada, a poor section of Bogota, 
focusing primarily on the needs of 
street children. Following is a portion 
of one of her letters. She is from the 
Manor Brethren in Christ congrega-
tion in Lancaster, Pa. 
God is working in La Calzada, and 
it all begins with prayer. About two 
months ago, several ladies of the 
church felt led to meet in the church 
every morning for prayer at 5:00. They 
began to pray for the youth of La 
Calzada, asking the Lord to protect 
these precious young people, and also 
praying that the Lord would remove a 
gang that has been congregating in the 
neighborhood. Praise the Lord, the 
gang has moved. 
The team has felt a deep burden for 
the youth of La Calzada, and through 
prayer and informal contact, we are 
beginning to form relationships with 
them. One Saturday, we took a group 
of them to a park and enjoyed playing 
basketball, soccer, and sharing with 
one another. It is only through prayer 
and waiting on the Lord that we will 
follow through with his plan for La 
Calzada. 
As the team was praying together 
one day, I felt the Lord telling me, 
"Melanie, you have many ideas of 
things to do, but you need to first wait 
and listen to my voice to receive my 
instructions of what I want to do in La 
Calzada." Waiting and listening is 
l abor—espec ia l ly for a doer like 
myself, but I need to do it and with the 
Lord's help, I will. 
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A STOAINIGI NEW 
REILO^D©INI 
A nine-member drama troupe from the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Zimbabwe arrived in Pennsylvania in 
early July to participate in the Centennial Celebration of 
Brethren in Christ World Missions. Using music, story-
telling, and thought-provoking dialogue, the team recreat-
ed the dynamic tension that existed following the forcible 
occupation of Matabeleland (a part of the country now 
known as Zimbabwe) by the British in 1896. Into this sce-
nario came the first Brethren in Christ missionaries. What 
followed was an interesting quest for mutual understand-
ing as cultures collided. Questions were raised about the 
relationship between the occupying government and the 
missionaries and between the missionaries and the Nde-
bele people: 
• How could the deeply religious Ndebele people 
understand a God who seemed to be divided by the 
varied religious practices of his followers? 
• How could the missionaries understand strange cul-
tural practices such as polygamy, traditional music, 
and dance? 
• And how should newly-converted Africans now view 
these practices? 
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This presentation, "A Strange New Religion Comes to 
the Ndebele," was commissioned to celebrate the centen-
nial of Brethren in Christ World Missions. It was written 
and directed by Isaac N. Mpofu, a longtime churchman 
and educator, former Deputy Secretary of Education for 
the government of Zimbabwe. Though presented in 
English, the thought patterns reflected in the play were 
completely Ndebele. The presentation raised questions 
and stirred discussion which may help North Americans 
better understand their brothers and sisters in other coun-
tries. But it also celebrated the extraordinary power of the 
Gospel as taught and lived by ordinary, obedient servants 
of Christ. 
An estimated 4,700 people saw the drama at one of its 
14 performances. The team traveled through four states 
and Ontario, Canada, in its 3,600-mile, 25-day tour. The 
troupe and its presentation were warmly received, with 
church women preparing and serving meals and men 
working hard to adapt the many different stages to an 
appropriate height and layout for this often vigorous per-
formance. Though the program was longer than a typical 
church service, people did not seem in a hurry to leave 
after the play was finished. Many stayed to greet the play-
ers and get their autographs, to ask questions, to buy 
books and handcrafted items from Zimbabwe, or just to 
eat the refreshments often provided by host churches. 
The troupe returned to Zimbabwe on July 27. Their 
final performance of this play was Saturday, August 29, at 
Matopo Mission during the Zimbabwe General Confer-
ence Centenary Celebration. A tour group of 20 from 
North America was privileged to share in that event. 
If you were not able to see a performance of this play, a 
summary video with highlights of the drama presentation 
is available for $12 and can be ordered through the Breth-




crafts need not be 
exploitative, say Ten 
Thousand Villages staff 
by Larry Guengerich 
As an organization committed to trading fair-
ly with artisans around the world, the question of 
how to deal with child labor is an important one 
for Ten Thousand Villages, the largest Alterna-
tive Trade Organization in North America. 
North American media are reinvigorating the 
debate on "child labor," an issue loaded with 
negative images. News articles tell of children 
chained to work stations, unable to attend school 
or even play. 
While it's easy to exclaim that child labor is 
wrong, the truth is that young North Americans 
also often work. However, in many locales where 
Ten Thousand Villages purchases handicrafts, 
the few extra items a child produces do not just 
buy new toys or popular fashions. 
On the contrary, what the child earns is vital to 
the family's survival and, for rural families, helps 
ensure they can stay together in their village 
rather than one or all members becoming eco-
nomic refugees to larger cities. Often, what a 
young person raises in handicraft production pays 
school fees allowing that very child to gain an 
education. 
"We insist on reasonable working conditions," 
says Paul Myers, director of Ten Thousand Vil-
lages. "While we don't buy products made 
through the exploitation of children, we don't 
object to children learning a trade in a family 
workshop or village cooperative —provided they 
also go to school." 
Ten Thousand Villages Purchasing Depart-
ment staff recently met the two girls profiled 
below. Their stories show that working is not 
necessarily incompatible with schooling and 
play. 
Each day starts early for Sousakone, a 10-year-old in the Laotian village of Nong Khan Khou. After rising, she does her 
chores—feeding the chickens and preparing the 
family's meal of sticky rice. 
She then rides her bike to school, making sure 
to arrive before the 8:00 a.m. bell. After lunch at 
home, Sousakone returns to school until 4:30 
p.m. Science is her favorite subject, and she even 
says she enjoys the homework she does in the 
evening. 
In addition to her household chores and school 
work, Sousakone helps her mother weave small 
basket ornaments for sale in North American 
stores selling items from Ten Thousand Villages. 
10-year-old Sousakone, a 
Laotian child, finds time to 
play—as well as to study 
and to help her family earn 
vital income through hand-
icraft production. 
The handicrafts Sousakone helps create allow 
nearly 100 people in her village earn vital cash 
income. 
Shefali, of northern Bangladesh, attends a school that charges no fees, but students must buy their own notebooks and uni-
forms. In her free time, Shefali is part of a group 
of women who create baskets marketed to Ten 
Thousand Villages by the organization Enfants 
Du Monde. 
"Not only does Shefali's income allow her to 
pay school expenses, but her ability to earn cash 
income will be an asset as she reaches marrying 
age," says Shirin Dutta, handicraft program man-
ager of Enfants Du Monde. "We hope her status 
as a young woman with the means of earning 
income will give her better options and more 
control about whom she marries." 
Soukasone's and Shefali's families have obviously found a balance among the com-ponents that go into making a healthy, well-
rounded child. Just as we North Americans strive 
for our children to find a balance between school, 
leisure and chores, Ten Thousand Villages wants 
artisan families around the world to have that 
choice as well. 
For more information on how Ten Thousand 
Villages operates, and to find the store nearest 
you selling fairly traded items from Ten Thou-
sand Villages, visit the organization's web site 
<http://www.villages.ca> or call (717) 859-8100 
in the United States or (519) 662-1879 in Canada. 
Larry Guengerich ser\'es as media coordinator for 











burg, Pa., has an-
nounced that they 
have exceeded their 
goal of $1.5 million 
for their Enhancing 
Care, Same Compas-
sion Capital Cam-
paign. As of July 21, 
this volunteer driven 
campaign has receiv-
ed pledges and gifts 
totaling $1,582,761 
which includes 
$637,324 received in 
cash payments. 
The thrust of this 
campaign is renova-
tions to the Nursing 
Care constructed in 
1978. The renovated 
area will include three 
distinct neighbor-
hoods: extended care, 
transitional care and 
special care. 
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Church 
News 
Notes of Congregational Activities in North America 
Allegheny Conference 
On July 12, Marlin and Anna 
Ruth Ressler shared with the Air 
Hill congregation, Chambersburg, 
Pa., their experiences in Africa as 
short-term missionaries. •:• On July 8 
the New Light Singers from Messi-
ah College gave a program for the 
Antrim church, Chambersburg. •:• 
The Venezuela work team gave their 
report July 26 to the Chambers-
burg cong rega t ion . "Son l igh t 
Island" was the VBS theme Aug. 
10-14. •:• The Fairview Ave. church, 
Waynesboro. Pa., had a half-night 
of prayer. Aug. 14, from 8:00 p.m. 
to midnight. The Family Circle 
ministered in song July 19 at the 
Five Forks congregation, Waynes-
boro. Ninety-four people accompa-
nied a float in a July 4 parade to 
publicize VBS. • The Hollowell 
church, Waynesboro, celebrated 
miss ions July 12 with speaker 
Arthur Climenhaga and the skits, 
"God and the Stubborn Donkey" 
and "The First 100 Years of Mis-
sions." •:• Rev. Terry Hoke and his 
wife Linda were installed as the pas-
toral couple of the Iron Springs 
congregation, Fairfield, Pa., on July 
19. Bishop Hock preached and con-
ducted the installation service. 
On July 12 the Martinsburg, 
Pa., church sponsored a perfor-
mance of the Zimbabwean Drama 
Team at the Spring Cove Middle 
School. The July 26 message was 




"Brethren in Christ 
Church History," a 
core course sched-
uled for April 18-22, 
1999, has b e e n 
r e s c h e d u l e d fo r 
April 19-23. 
men of the Montgomery church, 
Mercersburg, Pa., who attended the 
Philadelphia Promise Keepers con-
ference reported to the church on 
July 15 on the theme "Live a Lega-
cy." • Three couples of the Mt. 
Rock congregation Shippensburg, 
Pa., recently celebrated 50 years of 
marriage: Asa and Miriam Burk-
holder, Harold and Betty Wenger, 
and Ira and Esther Wadel. •> Six per-
sons were baptized July 19 into the 
fellowship of the Mt. Tabor con-
gregation, Mercersburg. Songs, fel-
lowship, and a picnic followed. •:• 
The South Mountain congregation, 
Shippensburg, had VBS Aug. 10-14 
led by Barb Graver. 
Atlantic Conference 
The July 26 sermon at the Circle 
of Hope church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
was "Being the Church Is a Coun-
tercultural Statement." The church 
planned a July 18 love feast at the 
beach. •:• The Sunshine Band of the 
Cross Roads congregation, Mount 
Joy, Pa., planned "men's night" for 
July 28 with Earl and Joan Wolge-
muth sharing about their recent trip 
to Australia. • On July 12 the Eliz-
abethtown. Pa., congregation had a 
commissioning service for Brooke 
Hoffman, leaving for China to teach 
English. •:• Eunice Eastman from the 
Susquehanna Valley Pregnancy 
Center in Lebanon spoke July 19 to 
the Fairland congregation, Cleona, 
Pa. •:• Luke Keefer Sr. delivered a 
series of messages in July through 
Sep tember to the Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa., on Reve-
lation. •:• The Hempfield church, 
Lancaster, Pa., took in five new fam-
ilies in June. The church celebrated 
its sixth year of existence on July 5. 
•:• The VBS of the Manheim. Pa., 
church began July 26 with 144 stu-
dents on the first night. Seven youth 
served in summer mission work in 
New Zealand, Costa Rica, El Sal-
vador, Zambia, Figi Islands, Ken-
brook Bible Camp, and other loca-
tions in the U.S. and South America. 
The Lancaster, Pa., church had 
a retreat at Woodcrest Retreat Aug. 
14-16. The worship band from the 
Circle of Hope church (Philadel-
phia) were guests in the Aug. 2 ser-
vice. •:• Ed Llanes, supervisor of His-
panic churches in Florida, spoke 
July 5 to the Manor church , 
Mountville, Pa. The Red Rose Cho-
rus entertained at the July 26 church 
picnic. •:• Young adults from the 
Millersville, Pa., church served with 
Habitat for Humanity on July 18. •:• 
The Mount Pleasant church. Mount 
Joy, Pa„ baptized 11 persons and 
received 16 new members on June 
21. The church planned a picnic and 
service at Ridge Run Campgrounds 
for July 19. •:• The Phil Shenk fami-
ly shared on July 26 with the New 
Covenant church, Quakertown, Pa., 
about work in Daghestan, Russia. •:• 
Members of Alive! Productions 
joined the worship and drama teams 
of the New Hope church, Harris-
burg, Pa., for a multimedia worship 
event July 11-12. •:• On Aug. 16 the 
New Joy church , Akron , Pa., 
planned a bring-your-own-picnic at 
Middle Creek Wildlife Area. 
Bob Geiger was guest speaker 
July 26 at the Palmyra. Pa., church. 
An evening barbecue hosted a group 
from Teen Challenge. •:• Illusionist 
Billy Diamond was the guest of the 
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., on 
Aug. 16. VBS was July 19-23 for 
age 3 through grade 5. •:• The youth 
of the Silverdale, Pa., had a yard 
and bake sale Aug. 29 for 
YouthQuest 1999 expenses. A deep-
sea fishing trip aboard the Jersey 
Devil was planned for Aug. 8. * 
Dale Engle was guest speaker July 
19 at the Skyline View church. Har-
risburg, Pa. The TeleCare Phone 
Ministry took place July 12, when 
each family of the church got a call. 
•:• The Speedwell Heights church, 
Lititz, Pa., had a baptismal service 
and ice cream social Aug. 2 at a 
local home. 
Canadian Conference 
The Boyle congregation, St. 
Ann's, Ont., had VBS July 13-17 
and a lawn/bake sale July 18. •:• 
Lynda Kelly preached July 5 at the 
Bridlewood church, Agincourt, 
Ont., on "A Journey to Forgive-
ness." The guest July 26 was Krikor 
Garabedian, pastor of the Armenian 
congregation. •:• The Clearview 
church (formerly Kindersley, Sask.) 
held VBS Aug. 4-7 led by Carlin 
Fehr for grades 1-6. •:• The Promise 
Keepers Bible study met July 15 at 
the Delisle. Sask., church. •:• The 
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont., 
began Sunday evening backyard fel-
lowships on July 12. The Bundys 
shared about Spain on July 13. •:• A 
family event Aug. 8 for the Massey 
Place congregation. Saskatoon, 
Sask., included a golf tourney, mini 
golf, and a barbecue at Rosther 
Provincial Park. 
The summer Sunday v ideo 
ser ies at the Orchard Creek 
church, St. Catharines, Ont., was 
"Curing Affluenza" by Tony Cam-
polo. An eight-week Wednesday 
series was on "Becoming a Conta-
gious Christian." •» The speaker July 
26 at the Port Colborne, Ont., 
church was David Illman of Life and 
Hope Ministries. •:• On July 12, the 
Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, 
Ont., welcomed a new member. On 
July 22, Sunday school children 
went to Crossroads Center, Burling-
ton, to tour the full-scale model of 
the Jewish Tabernacle. •:• The Prime 
Timers of the Sherkston. Ont., 
church planned a picnic for July 9 at 
the Ridgeway Shores Golf Course. 
•:• Merlin and Naomi Marr, of the 
Springvale, Ont., church, celebrated 
50 years of marriage at an open 
house at the church on July 19. The 
church had a tribute and farewell 
July 11 for the Silvestro family 
before their move to Ridgeway. •:• 
A recent week of Bible camp with 
92 children at the Stayner, Ont., 
church ended with a family barbe-
cue and program. •:• On July 10-12, 
20 college and career persons from 
the Wainfleet, Ont., traveled to 
Algonquin Park for white-water 
canoe ing . •:• The Z i m b a b w e a n 
Drama Team repeated their perfor-
mance July 8 at the Westheights 
church, Kitchener, Ont., about the 
first Brethren in Christ missionar-
ies. 
Central Conference 
On Aug 2, "Kids Make a Differ-
ence Sunday" at the Amhers t 
church, Massillon. Ohio, Sunday 
school children brought in pennies 
and pop cans. The congregation had 
a picnic and canoeing Aug. 8 at 
Mulheiser Senior Center Park . • 
On Aug. 2 the Christian Union 
church, Garrett, Ind., had a "sum-
mer fest" with a soup and salad meal 
after the service. The Book parson-
age was the host site for a Child 
Evangelism Fellowship 5-day club 
Aug. 3-7. Don Giesman was guest 
speaker recently for the Lakeview 
congregation, Goodrich, Mich. A 
picnic at Camp Lakev iew was 
scheduled for Aug. 16. •:• The Mor-
rison, 111., congregation had family 
nights in homes on Wednesdays in 
July and August. •:• The Northgate 
fellowship. Tipp City, Ohio, had its 
nursing home ministry and a carry-
in meal on Aug. 2. 
Bruce and Helen Glick from 
MCC Great Lakes spoke July 26 to 
the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church. •:• 
The Shuey family spoke in the July 
12 service of the Sippo Valley 
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church, Massillon, about their bur-
den for Hispanics in Florida. •:• The 
Valley Chapel church, East Canton, 
Ohio, had a fellowship meal July 12 
on an international theme which 
included the video "From Every 
Nation." •:• The Wooster, Ohio, 
church enjoyed morning worship 
and a picnic in the park on July 26. 
Midwest Conference 
The Rosebank congregation, 
Hope, Kan., had a hymn sing and 
pie and ice cream social on July 29 
to relax and praise God for the 
wheat harvest. •:• The Jr. Prayer 
Band of the Zion church, Abilene, 
Kan., had a bake sale July 26 with 
donations going to build a girls' 
home in Orissa, India. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino, Calif., church had a 
picnic at Mountain View Park July 
19. "Space Mission Bible Camp" 
VBS was July 19-23. •> Interim pas-
tor Doug Drysdale of the Pacific 
Highway church, Salem, Ore., led a 
study on Wednesday nights recently 
on "How We Got Our Bible." • The 
Upland, Calif., church hosted enter-
tainers and artists from the congre-
gation in the Aug. 2 annual "Sunday 
Night Live." •:• Jews for Jesus pre-
sented "Jesus in the Old Testament" 
in the morning service Aug. 23 of 
the Walnut, Calif., church. 
Southeast Conference 
On July 18 the Highland Park 
congregation, Dublin, Va., provided 
lunch for the Habitat for Humanity 
work group from the Carlisle. Pa., 
congregation (Susquehanna Confer-
ence). •:• Pastor Richard Lehman and 
his wi fe f r o m the Mi l l er f i e lds 
church, Columbia, Ky., traveled to 
Zimbabwe, Africa, for three weeks 
in July to help roof four churches in 
the Gwaai district of bush country. 
Susquehanna Conference 
Members of the Big Val ley 
church, Belleville, Pa., were called 
on to fast and pray every Wednes-
day in August for some urgent 
needs. •:• Rev. Harold Bowers and 
his wife Catherine were installed as 
the pastoral couple of the Blairs 
Mills (Pa.) congregation on Aug. 2. 
Bishop Hock preached and con-
ducted the installation service. •:• The 
Carlisle, Pa., church had its fall pre-
view fair on Aug. 30, highlighting 
course, program, and small group 
offerings. •> On June 28, 16 persons 
were baptized at a Sunday evening 
FRED of the Cedar Grove church, 
Mifflintown, Pa. •:• More than 50 
children attended the June 29-July 3 
"Sonlight Island" VBS of the Cedar 
Heights church. Mill Hall, Pa., and 
raised $490 for medicine for a local 
youngster. •:• Recent Messiah Col-
lege graduate Ken Keller preached 
his first sermon to the Dillsburg, 
Pa., on July 26. An all-church picnic 
was in the afternoon. •:• Terry Bren-
singer preached to the Grantham, 
Pa., church on July 26, Peace Sun-
day. Activities promoted MCC's 
project to provide medical supplies 
to children with leukemia in Iraq. 
The Jemison Valley church, 
Westfield, Pa., had a Sunday school 
picnic July 26 at Wood's Grove. •:• 
The Mess iah Vi l lage church , 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., honored Janet 
Peifer July 10 with a reception to 
recognize the awarding of her Doc-
tor of Ministry degree. •:• Bijoy Raul 
from Orissa, India, spoke in the July 
12 service of the Redland Valley 




Bare: Dakota James, June 30; 
Nate and Shonda Bare, Mt. Pleas-
ant congregation. Pa. 
Bennett: Logan Robert, July 16; 
Joe and Kathy Bennett, Grantham 
congregation. Pa. 
Bomberger: Tara Nicole, June 
17; Ken and Leian Bomberger, New 
Joy congregation, Pa. 
Brandis: Brittany Ann, July 7; 
Jason and Tami Brand is , New 
Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Brown: Joshua Ryan, June 26; 
Ryan and Maureen (Carr ie re ) 
Brown, Stayner congregation. Ont. 
Carpenter: Ashley Megan, May 
31; Robert and Renee (Mellinger) 
Carpenter, Cross Roads congrega-
tion, Mount Joy, Pa. 
Christiensen: Jaron Allen, July 
11; Shane and Silynda (Minter) 
Christiensen, Zion congregation, 
Kan. 
Dukeman: Jacob Levi, July 15; 
Bryan and Sharon (Kern) Dukeman, 
Cross Roads congregation. Mount 
Joy, Pa. 
Dykstra: Owen Mitchell, June 
29; Kevin and Amanda (McPher-
son) Dykstra, Boyle congregation, 
Ont. 
Hansler: Elizabeth Ruth, July 
21; Blake and Roxanne (Boldt) 
Hansler, Boyle congregation, Ont. 
Harvey: Ocean Jessica Dawn, 
July 15; Brandi Harvey, Stayner 
congregation, Ont. 
Helfrick: Michelle Deann, July 
' E.Y. TimeLines 
Selected f iom the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
100 Years Ago 
Sept. 15, 1898—M.E. Long, on the 
subject of "evil speaking": "Evil 
speaking is not necessar i ly the 
untruth. You say it is alright to speak 
the truth whether it is evil or not, and that we are excus-
able in evil speaking when it is true.... You say, what shall 
we do? Shall we sanction evil by keeping still and by 
smoothing things over?... Jesus says, 'Judge not that ye 
be not judged'; also, 'and why beholdest thou the mote 
that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye.' We as God's people will be true 
to each other if we love our neighbor as ourselves; but it 
is impossible for us to do this and speak evil of each 
other, or mention our brother's faults in his absence." 
75 Years Ago 
Sept. 17, 1923—In a selected article titled "The Grav-
ity of our Days": "Men who think at all seriously look for 
a crisis—imminent. The events pass before us rapidly, 
and the press is in fever because of high expectations of 
most startling and stirring events. Note the social dis-
content everywhere; the anger of the nations; the prepa-
rations in some quarters for a great—yea, the greatest 
yet—struggle; the very uncertain trend in things of reli-
gion; the unprecedented, the frightful, the boisterously-
alarming decadence of popular morals; the rush, swift, 
meaningful, terrible, final and unconquerable, for sensu-
al pleasures; the shocking disregard for human rights, the 
sacredness of life and one's own possessions; and the 
looseness in the world today, everywhere in evidence, of 
obligations, bonds, promises, oaths, and business deal-
ings; the contempt thrown on the things of God, and 
many like significant things. These all help to create a 
general sense of distrust, uncertainty, and fear; and they 
herald aloud to the race of men that a great change is 
imminent.... Let us thank God, dear people, that we have 
the sure word of prophecy. It shows a way out...." 
50 Years Ago 
Sept. 6, 1948—Albert H. Engle, in an article titled 
"Some Problems and Characteristics Of A Growing Spir-
itual Church": "Guarding against the insincere individu-
als among both conservatives and progressives, a church 
needs to recognize the need of both, each counterbal-
ancing the extremes of the other. If they refuse to recog-
nize a place for each other and fight each other for dom-
ination, the church will certainly be wrecked. If they 
recognize each other and, sincerely and prayerfully in a 
spirit of mutual love, endeavor to chart out a safe course 
for the successful accomplishment of the church's mis-
sion, the blessing of Heaven will be manifest." 
continued on page 21 
September 1998 Evangelical Visitor 19 







Taken from John Maxwell's 
tape, Proven Principles for 
Successful Stewardship, Tape 
Four. Used by permission. 
Cooperative Ministries 























Total to Date 1.641.250 1.519.014 205,783 187.424 
Total Budget 3.768.911 3.877.632 452.000* 419.300* 
Received to Date 43.6% 39.2% 46% 45% 
*Note: Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving. 
A son said to his father one day, "Dad, I would like to have some 
McDonald's french fries." So, his dad took him to McDonald's and 
bought him a large pack of fries. They sat in one of the booths and the 
son began to eat his french fries. 
The aroma of those fries soon got to the dad; you know how good 
McDonald's fries smell. The father instinctively reached over and 
started to take a couple of fries. When he did, his son grabbed his 
hand, pushed it back and said, "Dad, you can't have any of these fries. 
These fries are mine." Dad kind of pulled back his hand and thought, 
"My son has a terrible attitude about whose fries these are and who 
bought them for him." 
When the dad pulled his hand back from his son's french fries, there 
were three thoughts he had. First, "My son doesn't understand where 
those fries come from. He doesn't understand that I went up to the 
counter and that I was the one who paid for them. I am the guy that 
has the money. I am his resource. He got fries because of me." 
The second thing he realized as a father is, "My son doesn't realize 
that I can take those fries from him. He doesn't realize that I have con-
trol over those fries. I can not only take them from him 
because of his bad attitude, but if I want to, I can go over and 
buy 20 more packs of fries. I can bury him in fries!" 
The third thing he realized that day is, "I can go and get my own 
fries. I really don't need his. 1 can go right back to the same counter. I 
know how to order fries and I have some more money. I can say, "I 
would like to have a large pack of fries" and sit down at the same 
table. My son can eat his fries and I can eat mine. I really don't need 
his." 
In five seconds, God taught the father one of the finest lessons on 
stewardship he ever heard. God said to the father, "That is exactly how 
I feel when you are not a good steward." He said, "I look at you and 
every time you get stingy with the gifts that I've given you, I say to 
myself, 'You don't understand. I am the source of all those gifts. If I 
want to, I can take them away from you. If I want to I 
can add to them. To be honest with you, I don't need 
you nor do I really need your gifts.'" 
The father suddenly understood that what really hurt 
him wasn't that he didn't get a couple of fries to eat, 
but what really hurt was the attitude of his son regard-
ing what he had just given to him. 
The wise father realized that is exactly what hurts 
the heart of God. "He blesses me by giving me finan-
cial rewards or he gives me spiritual gifts, and my atti-
tude keeps me from utilizing them as blessings to God 
in some way" 
This father's experience with his son and McDon-
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2; Dallas and Rebekah (Long) Hel-
frick, Montgomery congregation, 
Pa. 
Hendricks: Madison Taylor, 
July 15; Terry and Joanne Hen-
dricks, New Covenant congregation, 
Pa. 
Holt: Selena Elizabeth, July 13; 
Stewart and Lynne Holt, Stayner 
congregation, Ont. 
Luft: Rebecca Elaine, July 21; 
John and Lisa Luft, Grantham con-
gregation, Pa. 
Roberts: Austin Isaac, July 10; 
Keith and Beth Roberts, Refton con-
gregation, Pa. 
Stargel: MaKayla Lynn Jean, 
July 10; Rodney and Lynn (Pollard) 
Stargel, Millerfields congregation, 
Ky. 
Strunk: Margaret Christine, 
June 26; M a r k and Chr i s t ine 
(Leonard) Strunk, Manheim con-
gregation, Pa. 
Thomas: William James, July 
7; Chris and Laurie Thomas, Five 
Forks congregation, Pa. 
Whitnal l : Ben jamin James, 
June 26; Jim and Laurie Ann Whit-
nall, Port Colborne congregation. 
Ont. 
Weddings 
A b e l l o - C r y s t l e : Ka th ryn , 
daughter of Midge and the late Dean 
Crystle, Lancaster, Pa., and Roberto, 
son of Margaret Abello, Washing-
ton, D.C., and Roberto J. Abello, 
Manilla, Philippines, May 16, at 
Nevin Chapel, Franklin and Mar-
shall College, with Rev. George 
Kimber officiating. 
Bodle-Berry: Kitty Rae Berry 
and William Jay Bodle, June 27 at 
Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. R. Mark Thornton 
officiating. 
B r y a n t - E s p e n s h a d e : Amy 
Melinda, daughter of Harvey and 
Susan Espenshade, Elizabethtown, 
Pa., and Michael Raymond, son of 
Jamie E. Bryant, Elizabethtown, 
May 23, at Elizabethtown Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Jim 
Gambini officiating. 
Hardley-Deckert: Christ ina 
Noel Deckert , daughter of Tedi 
Giable, and Duane Franklin, son of 
Ed and Diana Hardley, Hacienda 
Heights, Calif., June 20, at Mt. Cal-
vary Lutheran Church with Rev. 
Paul Lehman-Schletewitz officiat-
ing. 
Lehman-Heff ley: Myrtle M. 
Heffley and Elmer H. Lehman, July 
11, at Mount Joy Country Homes 
with Rev. James Lesher officiating. 
Musser-Farkas: Joy, daughter 
of Paul and Margaret Farkas, Ship-
pensburg, Pa., and Barry, son of 
Clarence and Esther Musser, Lur-
gan, Pa., June 6, at Roxbury Holi-
ness Camp with Rev. Lloyd Zim-
merman officiating. 
Myers-Musser: Amy Diane, 
daughter of Laverne and Diane 
Musser, Shippensburg, Pa., and 
Lynn Eugene , son of Ray and 
Rozanna Myers, Orrstown, Pa., May 
16, at Air Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Lloyd Zimmer-
man and Rev. Allan Mummert offi-
ciating. 
P a y n e - P e t e r m a n : Nancy 
Arlene, daughter of Roy J. and Lois 
Jean Peterman, Mount Joy, Pa., and 
George Lennard, son of Edward and 
Eugenia Payne, July 18, at Cross 
Roads Brethren in Christ Church, 
Mount Joy, Pa., with Rev. Robert 
Geiger and Rev. Glenn Dalton offi-
ciating. 
Shepps-Martin: Melissa Ann, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin 
Martin, Thompsontown, Pa., and 
John Jay, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
Baney, and Mr. John Shepps, July 
25, at Cedar Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Ken Letner 
officiating. 
S t r o u s e - H e n r y : Dawn 
Michelle, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Franklin James Henry, and Roger 
Lee, son of LeRoy Strouse and 
Dorothy Sweetwood, May 30, at 
Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. R. Mark Thornton 
officiating. 
Thornton-Clark: Diane Clark, 
daughter of Glenn and Barbara 
Miller, Woodbury, Pa., and Ronald, 
son of Clayton and Marlene Thorn-
ton, Altoona, Pa., July 18, in an out-
door ceremony with Rev. Daniel 
Gochnour officiating. 
Wohlfe i l -Sentz : Kimber ly 
Michelle, daughter of Robert and 
Eileen Sentz, Mount Joy, Pa., and 
Matthew Jon, son of Carol Wohlfeil 
and James Wohlfeil, Manheim, Pa., 
June 27, at Cross Road Brethren in 
Christ Church, Mount Joy, Pa., with 
Rev. Robert A. Hess officiating. 
Obituaries 
Ditzler: Lavina K. Ditzler, born 
Dec. 31, 1908, daughter of Ben-
jamin and Lydia A. Hein Heisey, 
died June 29. Her husband, David 
A. Ditzler, preceded her in death. 
Surviving are two daughters, Doris 
J. Forker and Frances M. Shenk; 
eight grandchildren; and nine great-
grandchildren. She was a member 
of the Kenbrook Bible Assoc. and 
the Fairland congregation, Pa. The 
service was held at the church with 
Rev. Ronald Slabaugh officiating. 
In te rment was in Greenwood 
Ebenezer Cemetery. 
Freed: Ralph "Donald" Freed, 
born in Chicago April 27, 1918, son 
of George W. and Emma (Fritch) 
Freed, died June 5. Surviving are his 
wife, Ruth; four daughters, Donna 
Weaver, Kathleen Farmwald, Patri-
cia Flora, and Doris Peach; 11 
grandchildren, and 11 great-grand-
children. Don was raised near the 
old Chicago mission, and his con-
cern for missions played an impor-
tant part in his life and the life of 
his family. He was employed for 27 
years at Evangel Press, and helped 
in the electrical wiring during con-
struction of the Nappanee church. 
He will also be remembered for his 
love of music and his talent in lead-
ing singing. He was a member of 
the Nappanee, Ind., congregation, 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Joseph W. Fox officiating. 
Interment was in Union Center 
Cemetery. 
Helfrick: Laura M. Helfrick, 
born Mar. 4, 1918, daughter of Clin-
ton and Edith Lewis Blosser, died 
July 23. Surviving are her husband, 
Isaac W. Helfrick; 4 daughters. 
Norma Mateer, Eileen Musser, Miri-
am H. Heisey, and Susan L. Geter; 4 
sons, E. Eugene, Gerald O., Joel A., 
and Isaac W. Jr.; 18 grandchildren; 3 
great-grandchildren; 3 sisters, Lois 
Amstutz, Doris Witmer, and Velma 
Blosser; and 3 brothers, Howard, 
Carl, and Donald Blosser. Laura had 
been a resident at Messiah Village 
since 1995. She was a graduate of 
Goshen College, Ind.; former dieti-
tian at Messiah College; and em-
ployee of a county extension office 
in Florida. She was a member of the 
Messiah Village church. Pa., where 
the memorial service was held with 
Rev. Janet M. Peifer and Rev. Ray 
Hock officiating. Interment was in 
the Montgomery church cemetery. 
Hilsher: Paul S. Hilsher, born 
June 23, 1916, son of Harry H. and 
Maria Shelly Hilsher, died June 26. 
Surviving are his wife, Verna M. 
(Bashore); 4 sons, Harold R., Jay R., 
John P., and Dale E; a daughter, 
KY. Timelines 
Selected from the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
continued from page 19 
25 Years Ago 
Sept. 10, 1973—John E. Zercher, 
reflecting on the drought in sub-
Sahara Africa and the floods in India 
and Pakistan, noted that "a world-wide crisis of hunger is 
at hand. To us in the United States and Canada, this will 
initially be reflected in higher prices for food and some 
adjustments in our menus. In much of the world it will be 
reflected in hollow eyes, listless faces, swollen stom-
achs, retarded minds, and wasted corpses.... Most of us 
will be tempted, and may well be able, to adjust our food 
budgets in order to maintain our past standard of eating. 
Is it not a moral issue that the problem for us in Ameri-
ca is that of overeating, while many live at a subsistence 
level? Perhaps it is time to make overeating a spiritual 
matter as well as a matter of health!" 
10 Years Ago 
September 1988—Bob Douglass, in an article titled 
"Is fatigue next to godliness?"; "Believe it or not, God 
isn't a bit glorified by our exhaustion. Weary, worn-out 
Christians never have been much use to God. When 
we're tired, we're grumpy and short-fused. We feel unap-
preciated, unexcited, and unpleasant. We fail to spend 
adequate time with our families and our God. In short, 
when people are tired, they are more susceptible to sin 
than at any other point in their lives. What's the cure? 
One word says it all—rest. The need for rest is taught 
throughout the Bible, from Genesis 2 to Revelation 14." 
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Janet L. Zimmerman; 15 grandchil-
dren; 4 great-grandchildren; a broth-
er, Clarence; and a sister, Ethel 
Hoi linger. Paul was a farmer, retir-
ing in 1990. He still assisted on the 
farm and drove for Manheim Auto 
Auction. He was a member of the 
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. David L. Hall and Rev. Lucille 
Ulery officiating. Interment was in 
Conoy Cemetery. 
Hostetter: John R. Hostetter, 
bom Feb. 25, 1924, son of Jacob and 
Emma Thrush Hostetter, died May 
20. Surviving are his wife, Janet 
(Kipe); a daughter, Joyce Cooper; a 
son, Warren R.; four grandchildren; 
four grea t -grandchi ldren; three 
brothers, Samuel, Paul, and Abra-
ham; and a sister. Emma Jane. John 
was a longt ime member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, attend-
ing most of the time at Mt. Rock, 
Pa. The funeral was officiated by 
Rev. H. Frank Kipe and Rev. Lloyd 
Zimmerman. Interment was in the 
Air Hill Cemetery. 
Jannuzi: John E. Jannuzi. born 
Feb. 13, 1921, in Beaver Falls, Pa., 
died June 17. Surviving are his wife. 
Margaret (Bish); two daughters, 
Julie D. and Jennifer Coffroth; and 
two sons, Joseph and Charles. The 
funeral was officiated by Rev. Lloyd 
Zimmerman and Rev. Robert Murr 
at the Robert G. Sellers Funeral 
Home. Interment was in Parklawns 
Memorial Gardens. 
Reitzel: Sophy K. Reitzel, born 
May 30, 1918, in Dayton, Ohio, 
daughter of Vasile and Julia Ginge-
lo Kenes, died July 19. Her husband. 
John, preceded her in death. Surviv-
ing are two daughters, Lisa and 
Celeste Vo; a sister, Lydia Weaver; 
and two brothers, Julius and Joseph 
Kenes. At one time she was active in 
the Palmyra, Pa., church. The funer-
al was at Buse Funeral Home with 
Rev. Louis O. Cober officiating. 
Interment was in Gravel Hill Ceme-
tery. 
Shuman: Betty Marie Shu man. 
born July 11, 1924, in McEwens-
ville. Pa., died July 17. Surviving 
are her husband. Bob Shuman; and a 
daughter, Lori Hobson. She was an 
active member of the Grantham con-
gregation, Pa. The funeral was held 
at the church with Rev. Mary J. 
Davis officiating. Interment was in 
Woodlawn Cemetery. 
Thuma: Mary Ellen Thuma, 
born Oct. 5, 1908, in Marietta, Pa., 
daughter of Abram H. and Lottie 
Hoffman Engle, died July 6. Pre-
ceding her in death was her hus-
band, Benjamin E. Thuma. Surviv-
ing are a son, Richard E.; three 
daughters, Janet Rosenberger, Kath-
leen Kipe, and Lois Thuma; four 
grandchildren; three great-grand-
children; and a sister, Ruth Engle. 
She had resided at Messiah Village 
since 1993. She was a retired teach-
er, and assisted her husband in the 
pastorate at the Cross Roads (Pa.) 
church. She was a member of the 
Messiah Village congregation, Pa. 
The funeral was held at the Cross 
Roads church with Rev. Janet M. 
Peifer officiating. Interment was in 
East Donegal Cemetery. 
In fact, Kris was led to the 
Lord by a Canadian student 
who had just become a 
Christian a few months ear-
lier. Kris returned to Thai-
land this summer with hesi-
tation, but also with excite-
ment, since he needed to tell 
his Buddhist parents that he 
had become a Christian. 
This summer, 26 students 
enrolled in NCC's English-
as-a-Second Language Pro-
gram. The students were 
provided with four hours of 
intensive English lessons every day and then spent time tour-
ing southern Ontario. Although this was a great learning expe-
rience for the students, we were overjoyed to learn that six stu-
dents made a decision to follow Christ while at the school! 
These are the stories of students who attend Niagara Chris-
tian Collegiate, a high school owned and operated by the 
Brethren in Christ Church. Through this vital ministry, many 
students from around the world have been impacted for Christ. 
Students from North America, Hong Kong, Japan, Thailand, 
Taiwan, South Korea, Cayman Islands, Zambia, and else-
where attend NCC. 
Many of these students 
make decisions to follow 
Christ while at NCC. In 
other student's lives, a 
seed is planted which is 
harvested later. For 
many of the international 
students, NCC may be 
the only place where 
they are directly present-
ed with the Gospel. 
N C C 
NOTES 
Articles about Niagara Chris-
tian Collegiate are appearing in the 
Evangelical Visitor to provide 
Brethren in Christ members an 
opportunity to learn more about the 
school. The first number of articles 
will focus on the mission statement 
of the school: 
"In an international, family-like school, to educate young people, 
equip them to live the Christian lifestyle, and empower them to make 
a difference in the world." 
a young person, Edwin was a committed atheist. He 
came to Niagara Christian Collegiate (NCC) from Hong Kong 
prepared to get an education and advance to university. He 
succeeded in doing this, but Edwin was also confronted with 
the claims of Christ while at NCC, and he made a decision to 
become a Christian. After leaving NCC, Edwin embarked 
upon a career as a teacher and musician. He was 
involved in over 30 CDs during the twenty years he 
lived in Toronto. Recently, he left a well-paying 
teaching and musical career to return to Hong 
Kong. Edwin had felt the Lord's call on his life. 
Currently, Edwin is serving the Lord while working 
with street kids and drug addicts in Hong Kong 
and China. 
Kris came to Niagara Christian Collegiate last 
year from Bangkok, Thailand. Kris originally 
attended NCC for a summer English-as-a-Second 
Language program. However, soon after that pro-
gram was finished and he had started the regular 
high school year, he decided to become a Christian. 




Messiah College begins 
academic year with 
two new deans 
After an extensive national search, 
Messiah College began the 1998-99 aca-
demic year with two new deans at the 
helm of its academic and student life pro-
grams. Effective July 1, the college 
appointed Dr. Kim Phipps as academic 
dean and Cynthia Wells-Lilly as dean of 
students. 
As academic dean, Dr. Phipps is the 
college's chief academic officer, respon-
sible for both faculty and instructional 
programs at Messiah. Formerly, Dr. 
Phipps served in a variety of leadership 
roles at Malone College, in Canton, Ohio, 
including professor and chair of the 
department of communication arts, act-
ing dean of the college, and associate 
dean for faculty development. 
Dr. Phipps holds a doctorate's degree 
in communication studies from Kent State 
University. Previously, she earned her 
bachelor's degree in religion from Ken-
tucky Christian College and a master's 
degree in speech communication. The 
recipient of numerous awards, Dr. Phipps 
has focused her scholarly activities on 
political and religious rhetoric. Most 
recently, she was a Dean's Fellow at the 
Council of Independent Colleges, in 
Washington, D.C., this past spring. Her 
research focused on higher education 
issues in the context of private liberal arts 
colleges. 
"I eagerly look forward to becoming a 
part of the Messiah community," said Dr. 
Phipps. "It is my earnest desire to create 
an environment where faculty can flour-
ish as Christians, teachers, and scholars." 
Dr. Phipps succeeds acting academic 
dean Dr. Dorothy Gish, who retired from 
Messiah this summer after serving in a 
variety of teaching and administrative 
roles for the past 26 years. 
As dean of students, Cynthia Wells-
Lilly will provide leadership to all of 
Messiah's student life programming 
including: athletics; residence life; stu-
dent orientation; student leadership pro-
grams; and the counseling and health cen-
ter. For the past eight years, she held a 
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variety of leadership roles in the student 
life program at Wright State University, 
in Dayton, Ohio, including associate 
director and interim director of residence 
services, and most recently, as the interim 
director of the university's Servant-Lead-
ership Program. Wells-Lilly has also 
recently served as the president of the 
Great Lakes Association of College and 
University Housing Officers. The recipi-
ent of many awards and special recogni-
tions, Wells-Lilly has made numerous 
presentations to professional groups and 
associations. 
She holds bachelor's degrees in psy-
chology and religious studies from Occi-
dental College, and a master's degree in 
student affairs in higher education from 
Wright State University. She is currently 
completing her doctorate's degree in 
higher education with an emphasis on stu-
dent affairs at Ohio State University. Her 
dissertation in process focuses on Chris-
tian faith development on secular cam-
puses, an interest which flows from her 
long-time involvement with InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship. 
"I am honored to join the community 
of Messiah College," said Wells-Lilly. "I 
look forward to building on Messiah's 
strong co-curricular foundations to devel-
op students committed to service, leader-
ship, and reconciliation in local and glob-
al communities." 
Wells-Lilly succeeds Dr. John Addle-
man, who served as dean of students from 
1995-98, and will return to teaching at 
Messiah after a one-year sabbatical at 
Messiah's sister campus, Day star Uni-
versity in Kenya, Africa. 
Messiah College enrolls more than 
Cynthia Wells-Lilly 
2,500 undergraduate students in 50 
majors. Established in 1909, the primary 
campus is located in Grantham, Pa., near 
the state capital of Harrisburg. A satellite 
campus affiliated with Temple Universi-
ty is located in Philadelphia. 
m a k i n g 
yifr ̂ j^cH Cr 
A 25-minute MCC video 
Africans work for peace more often 
than they wage war, despite what the 
news suggests. In Africans Making 
Peace meet a few of the many 
Africans building peace. Features 
stories from Chad and South Africa. 
Contact the MCC office nearest you to 
borrow this video. Available for 
purchase from MCC in Akron for 
$30 Cdn./$25 U.S. 
f v Mennonite 
Central 
J Committee Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S. 21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500 
Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717) 859-1151 (717) 859-3889 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
(204) 261 -6381 
Evangelical Visitor 23 
D I A L O G U E 
The only option is 
"all of the above" 
by Paul Eberhard 
A pendulum is made to swing, so I 
must conclude that in many aspects of 
our Christian life and ministry we were 
not intended to function like pendulums; 
rather what God intended was balance. 
Just today I read the "Onesimus" article 
of the July 98 issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor, and felt that, in search of balance 
and a proper biblical perspective, I must 
put into writing something that has been 
on my mind for some time now. 
We often quote Acts 1:8, but seldom 
seem to get the point. There are two key 
things about the words "you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth." First of all, 
being a witness for him should be a natu-
ral product of our living by faith. If we are 
what we should be then we will be such 
witnesses. Secondly, the places we are to 
be a witness for him are not separated by 
the word "or." He did not say "you will be 
my witnesses in either sector A, or B, or 
maybe C, or even sector D." He does not 
offer us multiple choices. Rather than the 
layout we became accustomed to in our 
school days, God's format would look 
something like this: 
Question: According to Acts 1:8, 
in what areas and to what people 
should you be witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, 
unto the ends of the earth? 
Options: 
A. All of the above. 
B. All of the above. 
C. All of the above. 
D. All of the above. 
The only option available is "all of the 
above," and in reality, we have no choice 
except that of obeying or rebelling. 
I have become increasingly troubled 
by a sense of competition between the 
ministries of church planting and interna-
tional missions. The question is not 
"Which area should be our priority, 
A,B,C, or D?"; the question is "How do I, 
in this context where God has me right 
now, strive to fulfill all four responsibili-
ties?" And it is obvious that if we have 
been asking ourselves the wrong ques-
tion, there is no way we can come up with 
anything but the wrong answer. The point 
is that God has given us four responsibil-
ities when it comes to sharing the Gospel 
with others. He did not lay a few things 
out there for us to choose from like one 
chooses from a smorgasbord. Fulfilling 
responsibilities A and B does not exempt 
us from striving to fulfill C and D. Like-
wise, being involved in responsibility D 
does not exempt us from any involvement 
in and concern for the other three. Many 
have the idea that if we are involved in 
one area we are fulfilling our responsi-
bility and can let others care for the other 
areas. This mentality expresses the idea 
that "if I am winning souls, then that is all 
that matters, regardless of who and where 
they are." But that is not how our Lord 
stated it. Obviously not everyone will 
have the same opportunity in each of the 
four areas because we are bound by space 
and time, but let us not forget that our 
Lord gave us all the same four responsi-
bilities. Rather than trying to choose 
between them and attempting to influence 
others to "choose the choice we have cho-
sen," let us see how we can best do "all of 
the above" according to the opportunities 
God grants us. 
The idea of focusing more attention 
and ministry efforts than we have been 
on reaching international students in our 
country is indeed a viable one. What I 
sense is that we have not been focusing on 
this as much as we should, and thus we 
need to correct that. However, if we focus 
on this in such a way that creates a lack of 
The question is not 
"Which area should 
be our priority, 
A,B,C, orD?"; the 
question is "How do 
I, in this context 
where God has me 
right now, strive to 
fulfill all four 
responsibilities ? " 
balance, we are not fulfilling his com-
mand. God has granted us a special 
opportunity in that these students, many 
of whom are from the 10/40 window, 
have come from sector D to sector B—the 
area of greater accessibility. This, in turn, 
means that one need not be a missionary 
to reach these individuals. While it would 
be good to have more people ministering 
full-time to these students, let us not leave 
the full responsibility to Brethren in 
Christ World Missions. 
A strong case can be made by both 
sides of this "debate." For instance, 
"Onesimus" states, "America has become 
predominantly pagan." A person who 
takes a good look at America can only 
come away with a similar opinion. It is 
quite true and we cannot afford to ignore 
it. However, one could also quote the 
number of those that have never heard 
the name of Jesus, a number which would 
make the entire population of North 
America seem minuscule; or give verbal 
snapshots of sin-caused suffering and 
utter lostness from every corner of our 
globe. As each "side" makes its case more 
strongly, the two "groups" grow further 
apart. For some reason, I seem to remem-
ber from somewhere that the author of 
such division is not the Holy Spirit, but 
someone else. 
The logic that says in effect, "we 
should focus on America first because 
America has become predominantly 
pagan," is a logic that unexpectedly has 
circled around and is ready to devour its 
author. In other words, it is good sound-
ing logic based on a poor foundation. First 
of all, the culture of the men to whom 
Jesus spoke the words of Acts 1:8 was 
more than predominantly pagan, it was 
almost entirely pagan. We cannot argue 
choosing one responsibility over another 
on the basis of need in one given area, 
because we will spin ourselves dizzy as 
we observe so much need in every con-
text. Neither are we instructed in God's 
word to make such decisions on the basis 
of our perception of the need, but upon 
the basis of the divine mandate, a man-
date that emanates from the one who truly 
knows the needs. When it is argued or 
implied that "we should first reach the 
people that are close to us, and thus estab-
lish a stronger base," the counter ques-
tion is "when will it be enough?" "Ones-
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imus" suggested that we "appropriate a 
higher percentage of personnel and dol-
lars for church planting and international 
student missions." There are ways in 
which this is good, but the problem is 
this: if we maintain a needs-based focus, 
there will never come a time when we 
would think, "we have done enough in 
sectors A and B, lets move on now." 
Also, those who think and preach that 
a strong majority of our nation (indeed 
of the whole world) will convert to Christ 
have not read Jesus' words in Mt. 7:13-14 
recently. This is the passage about the 
broad gate and the narrow gate. Jesus 
never predicted that the majority of our 
world would turn to him. He did, howev-
er, predict that we would be ridiculed and 
even persecuted by the world in which 
we live, in other words, the "majority." 
We are often told to consider ourselves 
pilgrims and strangers here, because we 
are not intended to fit in with the "group." 
We are intended to be a counter-culture, 
not a sub-culture; and counter-cultures 
are normally mistreated by the "majori-
ty." I am convinced that it is not scriptural 
to expect that a strong percentage (say 35 
percent or higher) of any people group 
be genuinely committed to Christ, and on 
the rare occasion when that does occur, 
for us to expect such a percentage to be 
sustained for several generations. So, say-
ing we need to meet more needs in our 
Jerusalems and Judeas before focusing 
elsewhere seems to carry with it a death 
sentence for anyone outside those two 
privileged areas, since realistically we 
will never finish that first set of tasks. 
There is a third way in which the logic 
behind the mentality of "let 's reach 
America first" proves to be terribly mis-
guided and unbiblical, even though it 
sounds so good. It assumes that by reach-
ing our own we will be better prepared in 
various ways to reach out to others. On 
the contrary, a basic spiritual principle is 
that we will grow most when we lift our 
eyes off of ourselves and look at others. 
The further away from ourselves we look, 
the more we are stimulated to grow. In 
Philippians 2:4, Paul admonishes, "Each 
of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of oth-
ers." Show me a believer who is not lift-
ing his eyes to look beyond himself or 
his comfortable circle, and I will show 
you a believer that is not growing, but 
rather is in a holding pattern. God seems 
to enjoy getting us out of our comfort 
zone and helping us see beyond our own 
noses. And there's nothing that will lift 
our eyes off ourselves more than going to 
a place where we are totally out of our 
comfort zone. 
Then there is Samaria. We often talk 
about our Jerusalems as being those that 
we come in contact with on a regular 
basis, and our Judeas as the people we 
may have contact with because of geo-
graphic proximity; but lumping Samaria 
in with "the ends of the earth" is not what 
Jesus intended. He mentioned Samaria 
precisely because it was the dwelling of 
those that were looked down upon by the 
Jews, and thus off limits. They were close 
at hand but considered socially inferior. In 
that one word they were epitomized as 
the social outcasts of that day. I am 
reminded of how in the Old Testament 
God was careful and persistent in instruct-
ing his covenant people to show compas-
sion to all creation, but especially to the 
widows, the orphans, and the strangers. 
These three categories of people are men-
tioned a multitude of times in the Old 
Testament. That was because they could 
not easily care for themselves or get jobs, 
and were considered the social outcasts of 
that day. Who are the social outcasts of 
Order through your local Christian Light Bookstore 
or call toll-free (800) 253-9315 
Evangel Publishing House 
2000 Evangel Way • P.O. Box 189 • Nappanee, IN 46550 
VISA and Mastercard orders accepted 9809EV 
This is 
your story. 
SEEKING THE LIGHT America's Modern Quest for Peace, Justice, Prosperity, and Faith 
"In this engaging and very personal book, 
Barry Callen offers a provocative analysis 
of the 20th century in light of the values 
and ideals of America's founders. READ 
THIS BOOK! It not only helps to make 
sense of contemporary America, but it 
also signals the dawning of hope at the 
turning of the millennium." 
—Senator Mark O. Hatfield 
A Christian historian tells the story of 
the United States since World War II. 
In addition to 24 charts and 53 photos, 
this easy-to-read book traces how 
world events affected one high school 
class of '59 from northeastern Ohio. 
This book will appeal both to those 
who have lived through these decades 
and to younger persons who seek to 
understand the complex events which 
have shaped today's world. 
Hardcover, 379 pages $24 .95 
We are called to be "faithful 
disciples" in these "last days." 
285 pages $12.00 
God's grace "is at the center of 
the answer" to all questions 
we have about God. 
356 pages S14.00 
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our day? I would start by mentioning peo-
ple with HIV, prostitutes, gang members, 
etc. Ministries to bikers is an example of 
reaching our Samarias. We have not made 
enough conscious efforts to reach our 
Samaritans. As we do so, we will realize 
that the reasoning of society, and even 
the church, in considering these people 
social outcasts is totally unfounded. I 
would also suggest that our Lord 's 
emphasis was on the people, not on the 
geographic areas they happened to live 
in. Sometimes the ones we struggle most 
to reach are not that terribly far away. 
I fear that what "Onesimus" describes 
as "running a different play to reach the 
same goal" in effect, changes the goal. 
Oh yes, an attempt is made to keep the 
same goal, exhibited by statements like 
"reaching lost people, no matter where 
they are from, is God's will for the Breth-
ren in Christ..." But when a call is made 
for prioritizing one over the others, it 
drastically changes the part about "no 
matter where they are from." In so many 
areas of life we must prioritize, and there 
is nothing incorrect about it. What makes 
it wrong in the case of world evangelism 
is that the one we are ultimately account-
able to has instructed us otherwise. What 
Jesus outlined for us is a four-fold respon-
sibility of fruitfulness, whereas what we 
often strive for is the priority of one 
emphasis over the others, largely due to 
finances. 1 will tell you something you 
already know, but I ask you to hear it any-
way, because it seems we are not living 
according to what we know. If we did 
God's will, God's way, we could expect 
God's kind of results, and seldom is that 
more true than in the tithe. The call should 
not be for a priority on needs closest to us, 
but for more faithful giving, more bal-
anced obedience and less debate. 
"Onesimus" ends his article by say-
ing, "we need to know God's direction 
and priorities for missions as we enter the 
21st century." I would like the people of 
God to realize that we do know God's 
direction for missions for all times. It's in 
Acts 1:8, and there is no need to priori-
tize, because according to our ascended 
leader, the four responsibilities are all 
equally balanced. We simply need to ask 
the Lord to show us how we can be 
involved in all four of them. For each per-
son it will be a bit different. I am a mis-
sionary, so my daily life has me in sector 
D, but that does not mean I can ignore 
church planting back home or ministry to 
the social outcasts back home. We must 
each do our part to reach people every-
where as God grants us opportunities, and 
I believe that as we seek those opportuni-
ties in each context, we will be amazed at 
the fact that each of us can indeed have an 
impact in "all of the above." 
Paul and Audry Eberhard live in Reynosa, 
Mexico, and serve with Brethren in Christ 
World Missions. 
Dear Onesimus, 
In response to your July column, I want to affirm your zeal to 
evangelize the lost, but differ with your means of reaching this 
goal. I agree wholeheartedly that reaching out and presenting 
Christ to international students is an opportunity we should not 
miss. Bless Mim Stern and may many more rise up to join her in 
this important ministry. I question, though, what percentage of 
those do in fact "go home"? I sincerely hope and ask God to rich-
ly bless those who do go back to their own culture to share the 
good news of salvation through Jesus. 
I also disagree with your belief that by sending fewer mis-
sionaries and dollars overseas in order to focus on North Amer-
ica as a primary mission field we would be '"running a different 
play' to reach the same goal: winning the lost to Christ." It 
should break our hearts when those who have heard the Good 
News and even known Christ as their Lord turn their backs on 
him. The United States is a "gospel affluent" country. As David 
A. Fraser states, "We find it hard to imagine a situation where the 
radio or TV cannot be turned on and the evangelist be heard in 
a culturally appropriate format, or a city without churches on 
dozens of street corners." Hard as it is, Onesimus, there comes 
a time to shake the dust off our sandals and move on to those 
who have never even heard about Jesus! 
These next two paragraphs are from C. Peter Wagner's chap-
ter "On the Cutting Edge of Mission Strategy" in Perspectives on 
the World Christian Movement. His illustration of the task still 
facing us as Christians is sobering. 
THE TASK—REACHING THE 78% OUTSIDE 
"Jesus said that the good shepherd who has a flock of 100 
sheep and discovers that one is lost, leaves the 99 who are safe 
in the fold and searches for the lost sheep until it is found. This 
is another indicator of where God's priorities lie. We must spend 
time nurturing existing Christians. We must strive for healthy 
churches. We must stress quality as well as quantity. But we also 
must be good shepherds and never rest so long as there are 
human beings who are lost. Christ died for them and he wants 
them to be reconciled to the Father. Today we do not have 99 in 
the fold and one outside. It is more like 30 in the fold and 70 out-
side, at the best. 
In the world today over three billion people are outside the 
fold. Of them, about 850 million can be reached by ordinary 
evangelism within a given culture. That is a massive task in 
itself, and one for which large amounts of human, financial and 
technological resources are being invested. But far overshad-
owing that task are the 2.3 billion people who as yet do not 
have a viable, evangelizing church within their own culture. 
These 2.3 billion, comprising 78 percent of those outside the 
fold, will be reached only through what we ordinarily call mis-
sions. Someone will have to leave the comforts of their own cul-
ture, learn a new language, learn how to eat new food, live a dif-
ferent lifestyle, love people who may appear to be unlovely, 
and share the gospel of Christ with them. This is cross-cultural 
evangelism, and it is the highest priority for planning the task of 
world evangelization." 
These statistics are staggering, Onesimus. Billions of lost 
souls have no "viable evangelizing church within their own cul-
ture." Many have never heard the name Jesus Christ, even used 
as a curse. Do you understand why I must disagree with your 
idea of sending out fewer missionaries to these billions of souls? 
I think the answer for North America is for its spiritually flabby 
Christians to get out and exercise their witnessing skills and 




(Note: The David A. Fraser quote is taken from his essay "The 
2.4 Billion: Why Are We Still So Unconcerned?" on page B-176, 
Perspectives on the World Christian Movement, A Reader. The C. 
Peter Wagner section is from the same source, page, D- 48.) 
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Opening the 
WordofLife 
" N o t o n y o u r life!" 
by Ed Kessler 
Tolerance serves as a key word in 
the modus operandi of our society and 
of the church. Now, to be sure, tolerance 
in the church and by the church—bibli-
cally understood—is a good thing. 
When issues involve "non-essential" 
doctrines and practices, respect for one 
another's understanding and way of 
applying truth yields peace and a 
heal thy a tmosphere for Chr is t ian 
growth. 
However , in our day, with its 
epiphany of inclusiveness, open-mind-
edness and flexibility there is a biblical 
phrase used primarily by Paul which 
advocates a glaring contrast . That 
phrase is me genoito. Except for one 
occurrence in a parable in Luke, me 
genoito is used exclusively by Paul after 
he presents rhetorical questions in 
Romans, 1 Corinthians, and Galatians. 
The King James version renders me 
genoito as "God forbid," and the New 
International Version as "Not at all!" or 
"By no means!" or "Absolutely not!" 
Literally, me genoito means "may it not 
be," and can also be translated more fig-
uratively as "far from it." It is a phrase 
used for strong negation. Eugene Peter-
son in The Message uses a variety of 
English expressions to emphasize this 
forceful "no": Rom. 3:4, "Not on your 
life!"; Rom. 3:6, "The answer to such 
questions is no, a most emphatic No!"; 
Rom. 6:2, "I should hope not!"; and 
Rom. 6:15, "Hardly!" 
A look at the statements that Paul is 
negating so forcefully provides a study 
in itself and is informative. Here is a 
summary. 
"What if some did not have faith? 
Will their lack of faith nullify God's 
faithfulness? Not at all!" (Rom. 3:3-4). 
Paul's "Not at all!" here refers to the 
apostasy of the Jews, and he uses the 
phrase to emphasize that despite their 
unrighteousness, God is absolutely righ-
teous. 
"But if our unrighteousness brings 
out God's righteousness more clearly, 
what shall we say? That God is unjust 
in bringing his wrath on us?.. .Certain-
ly not! If that were so, how could God 
judge the world?" (Rom. 3:5-6). In this 
instance, Paul uses the phrase to say a 
strong "no" to the idea that if the cor-
ruption of the Jews displays God's 
goodness even more, then God's judg-
ment must be unjust. 
"What shall we say, then? Shall we 
go on s inning so that grace may 
increase? By no means! We died to sin; 
how can we live in it any longer?" 
(Rom. 6:1-2). A bit of spiritual math: 
more sin needs more grace. And some-
one might argue, writes Paul, that a per-
son ought to sin in extra ways so that 
God's grace would be more abundant. 
Paul ' s response: "Hey, forget that 
absurd idea." In a similar fashion note 
Rom. 6:15, "What then? Shall we sin 
because we are not under law but under 
grace? By no means!" Paul explains this 
strong "no" by asserting that Christians 
are to be slaves to righteousness and 
not to sin. 
"But now, by dying to what once 
bound us, we have been released from 
the law so that we serve in the new way 
of the Spirit, and not in the old way of 
the written code. What shall we say, 
then? Is the law sin? Certainly not!" 
(Rom. 7:6-7). On the contrary, writes 
the Apostle, the law served to show us 
what sin is. And again in reference to 
the law we read in Rom. 7:13, "Did that 
which is good, then, become death to 
me? By no means!" Again me genoito, 
no way. The law was a spiritual gift 
from God; it is a person's own sin that 
brings death. 
After quoting two verses from Isaiah 
65 which indicate that God was found 
by some who were not Jews and that 
God had extended his offer constantly 
to the Jews who rejected him, Paul asks, 
"Did God reject his people?" And he 
answers his own question, "By no 
means!" (Rom. 11:1). He goes on to 
explain that God never rejected those 
Jews who were truly his own people. 
Finally, in the middle of chapter 11, 
Paul poses the question, "Are the Jews 
beyond recovery?" His answer is, again, 
ine genoito. (Rom. 11:11). God is using 
the salvation of the Gentiles to draw the 
Jewish people to himself. 
Here are three of Paul's other rhetor-
ical questions: "Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and unite them with 
a prostitute?" (1 Cor. 6:15). "If, while 
we seek to be justified in Christ, it 
becomes evident that we ourselves are 
sinners, does that mean that Christ pro-
motes sin?" (Gal. 2:17). "Is the law, 
therefore, opposed to the promises of 
God?" (Gal. 3:21). His answers are no, 
no, and no. Me genoito, not on your life! 
Paul's forceful and repetitive use of 
the emphatic "no" serves to help us 
define biblical tolerance. Tolerance is 
not a stance of concession or accom-
modation to every idea, method, or 
behavior that we encounter. While 
doing everything within our power to 
maintain peace with everyone and to 
lead others to Christ, there will be times 
when the Way of Christ demands that 
we say an emphatic "no" to ideas or 
behaviors which are false or inappro-
priate. In a day when truth is under-
stood as relative, Paul 's use of me 
genoito exemplifies the Christian stance 
that some ideas are wrong and some are 
right. 
Paul was indeed flexible. In his min-
istry to the Jews he "became like a Jew." 
In his ministry to the Gentiles he "be-
came like one not having the law." How-
ever, in each of these instances Paul 
exercised certain constraints. He em-
phasized that even though he became 
like a Jew, he was "not under the law," 
and even though he became like a Gen-
tile, he was "not free from God's law 
but under Christ's law" (1 Cor. 9:20-
22). His goal was to be as flexible as 
possible, using every appropriate means 
to win as many as he could to Christ, 
but Paul did not jettison the truth of God 
in choosing his means. 
Is every moral stance espoused in 
our society appropriate? Hardly! Are 
all the philosophical and religious ideas 
embraced in our day accurate and true? 
Far from it! Should Christians adopt 
every method of marketing and promo-
tion from our business world? Not on 
your life! 
Edwin R. Kessler is pastor of the Free 
Grace Brethren in Christ Church in Millers-
burg, Pa. 
September 1998 Evangelical Visitor 27 
•iscipleship for the 1 Century 
Antidote For 
Road Rage 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
Impatience is not a new problem for 
humanity. But we seem to be having 
newer expressions of it. The blast of a 
horn the instant the light turns green. 
Angry gestures by an auto driver to anoth-
er as they both roll down the highway at 
high speed. Impatience with elderly per-
sons who recognize that safety requires 
that they drive at speed less than what the 
rest of us find comfortable. In a recent 
extreme incident of impatience, a wait-
ing driver attacked the driver ahead at a 
toll booth because lack of exact change 
resulted in a brief delay. The term "road 
rage" is frequently heard, referring to 
expressions of impatience in highway sit-
uations. 
Road rage occurs in settings other than 
the highway. It happens in our homes, at 
our work places, on our golf courses. 
Wherever we are to function coopera-
tively with anyone, impatience is likely to 
rear its ugly head. 
Why are we so impatient? Certainly a 
lengthy and complex answer could be 
given. These brief thoughts hardly quali-
fy as an answer, but a little discussion 
may be helpful. 
Impatience is often an expression of 
selfishness. It's self interest at the expense 
of the interests of others. Sometimes it 
may be the result of pressures imposed 
on my life by some source outside me. 
It's common, and quite easy, for one to 
pass on the impatience he is receiving. 
Is life at the threshold of a new centu-
ry any different than other eras? Are we 
more subject to impatience than our 
grandparents? Undoubtedly, they had 
pressures in their lives which engendered 
impatience. Some of them had tempera-
ments especially prone to haste, as do 
some of us. But I believe that we live with 
factors which subject us more heavily to 
the encroachments of impatience. 
We live with systems which function 
at ever higher speeds to respond to our 
wants. Our computers are a prime factor 
in this phenomenon. The computer on 
which I'm writing this is so wonderfully 
faster than the first one I purchased 11 
years ago, and that one was great com-
pared to the typewriter I'd used for years. 
But I find myself wishing this new one 
could help me get the job done even 
faster. Although my problem with my 
computer is mainly that I don't know 
enough to get it to do all the wonderful 
things of which it's capable, I neverthe-
less feel impatience when I sit here to 
complete a task. 
Fast computers are only one of many 
things molding us to become impatient. 
Fast food outlets; drive-through banking; 
automatic credit card readers on gasoline 
pumps; drive-through stores; microwave 
ovens: programmable dishwashers; rapid 
presentation of information on our TV 
news and advertising; cellular phones— 
the list goes on and on. With all these 
timesaving devices and services, we 
should have lots of free time, and there-
fore have no reason to become impatient, 
right? 
Wrong. What happens is that the time-
saving gadgets allow us to raise our 
expectations of what we can accomplish, 
of what we'll have time to enjoy, even of 
what ministry we can perform. So we 
plan more activities, obtain more gadgets 
and toys, make more commitments. And 
become more subject to frustration when 
the schedule becomes the least bit 
delayed. 
The problem is not in our devices. It's 
in what we allow these devices to do in 
us. It's a 1990's manifestation of a per-
petual human problem. 
To this challenge comes the admoni-
tion of the apostle Peter: (Jesus') divine 
power has given us everything we need 
for life and godliness through our knowl-
edge of him who called us by his own 
glory and goodness. Through these he has 
given us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape 
the corruption in the world caused by evil 
desires. For this reason, make every effort 
to add to your faith goodness...knowl-
edge ... self-control.. .perse verance.. .godl i-
ness...brotherly kindness...love. For if you 
possess these qualities in increasing mea-
sure, they will keep you from being inef-
fective and unproductive in your knowl-
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 
1:3-8). 
Samuel M. Brubaker lives in Arcanum, 
Ohio, and is a regular columnist for the Visi-
tor. 
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Readers may correspond with Onesimus by 
writing to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor, 
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. Letters to 
Onesimus may be published unless they are 
marked "Personal-Not for Publication. " 
Dear Paul, 
Greetings to you, my transformed 
friend. I love that phrase in your letter to 
the Romans about "being transformed by 
the renewing of the mind." What a great 
way to describe the process of renewal 
and revival. 
I was reading some of the apostle 
John's work the other day. His letters to 
the seven churches in what has become 
known as the Revelation are strong lan-
guage about the value of staying new and 
alive in Jesus. In a way John is really 
preaching revival and renewal to these 
seven churches. 
I wonder how some of our Brethren 
in Christ churches would react to getting 
a letter like one of those today? Have you 
had a chance to read those letters yet, 
Paul? If not, let me share a few portions. 
"Yet I hold this against you: You have 
forsaken your first love. Remember the 
height from which you have fallen! 
Repent and do the things you did at first. 
If you do not repent, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its 
place" (Rev 2:4-5). 
"I know your deeds; you have a repu-
tation of being alive, but you are dead. 
Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is 
about to die, for I have not found your 
deeds complete in the sight of my God" 
(Rev 3:1-2). 
We leave very 
little space for 




"I know your deeds, that you are nei-
ther cold nor hot. I wish you were either 
one or the other! So, because you are 
lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am 
about to spit you out of my mouth. You 
say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth 
and do not need a thing.' But you do not 
realize that you are wretched, pitiful, 
poor, blind, and naked" (Rev 3:15-17). 
Pretty salty stuff, isn't it, my brother? 
What is interesting to me is that these 
young churches needed renewal and 
revival already. It makes me wonder 
about the necessity of renewal and revival 
in a denomination that is 200 years old. 
The words of our loving Savior to 
these young churches in Revelation make 
good words to us as individuals, as local 
churches, and as the Brethren in Christ 
denomination. Jesus is telling people and 
churches that revival and renewal will be 
impossible until we see our flirtations 
with lovers other than him as forsaking 
our first love. Renewal and revival are 
impossible when we are preoccupied with 
the light of our own lampstands. Revival 
and renewal are squelched when we see 
our deeds as "complete" enough and our-
selves as healthy enough. Revival and 
renewal will spoil and rot in hearts that 
are lukewarm. Revival and renewal can 
not happen as long as we think "we don't 
need a thing." 
Many today avoid renewal and revival 
because they are so unpredictable. They 
seldom fit into our neat morning worship 
order. They disrupt our "worship pack-
age" and so we schedule them out. We 
leave very little space for God to come 
and bring renewal and revival. 
Revival and renewal are usually theo-
logically "messy" and outside of our neat 
spiritual categories. They are often 
accompanied by excesses that disturb our 
serenity. They threaten our wonderful 
plans for our lives. They don't fit our the-
ological boxes and so they are suspect. 
They don't follow the textbook model. 
They can seldom be scheduled at a con-
venient time for all. So, our solution often 
becomes, "We don't do revival here." 
It is not surprising, then, that renewal 
and revival usually find their greatest 
resistance from within the traditional 
church. That is because they threaten the 
"status quo" with death. 
Paul, renewal can only happen when 
people realize and confess that they are 
not "new" any more. Renewal will not 
come when we smugly proclaim we are 
as "new" as we need to be. 
And revival can only happen when we 
come to the realization that we are "dead" 
or "dying" and then seek new life in the 
Holy Spirit and his Word. Revival rarely 
happens when we work hard at reassuring 
ourselves of our own vitality. 
I know you were never content with 
just maintaining, Paul. You were always 
stretching your faith and getting into sit-
uations where your hope had to be placed 
in God's power. Maybe that is why 
renewal and revival always seemed to fol-
low you around. May the Lord bless us 
today with that kind of spirit. 
Dying for revival, 
Onesimus 
A video for children 
Following in the tradition of 
Folktales of Peace, professional 
storytellers bring to life three tales 
from Wales, Zimbabwe and the 
Marshall Islands. Children learn 
how to be a good neighbor, why 
people fight and how they make 
amends, and how to share earth's 
resources. Contact the MCC office 
nearest you to borrow this video. 
Available for purchase from MCC in 
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The vision and beyond 
by John Arthur Brubaker 
I am writing in the days following 
General Conference. From my perspec-
tive, it was a great Conference. We gath-
ered around the theme "From Every 
Nation" to celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions. It was also our last General Con-
ference before the dawn of the 21st cen-
tury. 
These are exciting days for the church. 
We are witnessing firsthand the evident 
moving of God among his people, both in 
North America and around the world. At 
the same time, these are challenging days 
for us in a time when the basic tenants of 
the Christian faith are being questioned, 
rejected, or largely ignored by much of 
western society; and spiritual warfare is 
becoming more apparent. There are peo-
ple around us, some of whom are more 
pagan than those we are trying to evan-
gelize overseas. 
So even as we appropriately celebrate 
our past 100 years as a sending denomi-
nation, we are looking toward the future. 
We are asking, "What is the Brethren in 
Christ Church to become as it moves into 
the next millennium?" 
I received my first pastoral assignment 
in 1958. The membership of the Brethren 
in Christ Church in North America at that 
time was around 7,600. At the end of 
1997, the total church membership in 
North America was reported to be 22,229. 
That represents a 192 percent increase. 
Put simply, the church nearly tripled in 
size in 40 years. At first glance that seems 
impressive. However, it represents some-
thing less than 3 percent in annual aver-
age gain. I believe we can do better. 
It will take creative courage and Spir-
it guidance to remain relevant and effec-
tive as we transition into the next millen-
nium. Our message and mandate remain 
the same. We are to compellingly pro-
claim the saving gospel of Jesus Christ to 
all people groups. But the means of com-
munication are changing drastically, as 
are the perceptions of the coming gener-
ations we will need to reach. The church 
will need to quicken the pace of change 
and adaptation. 
Right now the church is being chal-
lenged with the vision for growing, disci-
pling, sending congregations. The goal is 
to have 250 such congregations by 2000 
A.D. If present trends and projections 
continue, we will surpass that goal. We 
should have at least 250 congregations 
by the turn of the century. This, of course, 
is the measurable aspect of the vision. 
What is less definable and measurable 
is to determine: (1) How many of these 
250 congregations are achieving growth, 
particularly conversion growth; and (2) 
How effective they have been in disci-
pling those who come into their fellow-
ship; and (3) How committed they are to 
being sending congregations, that is how 
ready they are to bless those who leave 
the congregation in response to a call to 
ministry elsewhere, and how eager they 
are to share their financial resources for 
ministry beyond the local congregation. 
Surely, many of our congregations can 
be aptly described as growing, discipling, 
sending congregations, but not all of them. 
Unfortunately, too many congregations 
are bogged down with internal issues. 
This skews their vision. Others are pre-
occupied with self-preservation or sur-
vival. 
Jesus taught, "For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for me and for the gospel will save 
it" (Mark 8:35). What is true for individ-
uals can also be true for congregations. 
Congregations that cling to their resources 
in the interest of self-preservation can eas-
ily lose themselves in the process. They 
lose vision and purpose. They become 
inward-focused rather than outward-
directed. Trust in God for their needs is 
replaced with a casual self-sufficiency 
that can be deadening. Their once-dynam-
ic fellowship deteriorates into bickering, 
personal hurts, and conflict. Little by lit-
tle the congregation loses its vision, its 
vitality, its ministry, its people, and even-
tually it dies. 
The vision for growing, discipling, and 
sending was directed primarily to con-
gregations. That is as it should be. How-
ever, there is a comparable focus at the 
denominational level. This is illustrated 
by the attention and resources given to 
church planting, particularly to the new 
focus on churches planting churches. We 
have called some of our best pastors to 
plant churches and have allocated 14.2 
percent of our Cooperative Ministries 
budget to church planting support. Fur-
ther, we have taken modest initiatives to 
provide resources for discipling; and we 
have continued to promote and support 
the sending aspect of our vision through 
world missions. Again, some of the best 
among us are being sent overseas and 
38.7 percent of our Cooperative Min-
istries budget is committed to the cause of 
missions. We, as the Brethren in Christ 
will want to keep these three in balance in 
the decades ahead. 
The current vision has served the 
church well. It has provided a unifying 
purpose. But as we approach the dawn of 
a new millennium, we will be ready to 
discern a new vision. The process was 
introduced by the Leadership Council at 
General Conference. 
It is seen as a four-step process of 
intercession, observation, consultation, 
and orchestration over the next two years 
leading up to the year 2000. We are call-
ing the church to participate in this pro-
cess so that we, together, may hear what 
God is calling us to become in the decades 
before us. We will be guided by our lega-
cy of faith and the values we embrace, 
but we will articulate them and express 
them in new ways, in contemporary 
terms. 
These are indeed exciting and chal-
lenging days for the church. And I am 
confident that it is and will be our earnest 
desire to be faithful to our distinct calling 
into the next millennium. 
John Arthur Bru-
baker is bishop of the 
Midwest and Pacific 
Regional Confer-
ences. 
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Because of the slowness of the mail, 
and because I am somewhat "out of the 
loop" on Brethren in Christ news, I have 
only just learned of the death of Miriam 
Bowers. I know that the Visitor publishes 
tributes to pastors who have died, but I 
couldn't help thinking that some (or per-
haps many) others deserve a tribute of 
some kind. Miriam Bowers was such a 
person. 
I was a youngster when Miss Bowers 
and I both attended the Upland congrega-
tion. I know she was a positive female 
role model for me. First, many people 
appreciated her Christian testimony, her 
biblical knowledge, and her kind atten-
tion to the people and students around her 
at Upland College. As I got to know her 
better at Upland and later at Messiah Col-
lege, I was deeply impressed by her edu-
cational achievements and her scholar-
ship. In these, she was a pioneer ahead of 
her time. As a professional woman, she 
excelled in her field as a librarian. The 
pursuit of excellence as a Christian pro-




While I affirm much of Phil Brubak-
er's article in the April Visitor ("Racism: 
Hidden and Unnoticed"), I was appalled 
at his apparent lack of knowledge of the 
Scriptures. Brubaker quotes this line from 
a hymn, "I bring my guilt to Jesus, to 
wash my crimson stains white in his 
blood most precious...." Then in a foot-
note he says, "the use of the word 'white' 
in this hymn as a term describing purity 
and sinlessness has definite racial impli-
cations." This assertion borders on blas-
phemy as Almighty God used the word in 
Isaiah 1:18, '"Come now, let us reason 
together,' says the Lord. 'Though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow.' Is the writer saying God is 
racist? 
On a positive note, Wendy Burt's per-
sonal reflections in "Momma's Gift" in 
the same issue was such a wonderful and 
deeply challenging story. I guess the two 
articles point out the power of practice 
above rhetoric. 
Thanks to Graybill Brubaker for speak-
ing the truth and for the Visitor publishing 
it! (See "The Devil and the Churches", 
July 1998.) Since coming to Colorado 
Springs, I have become aware that there 
are at least six former Brethren in Christ 
pastors in our city who are no longer asso-
ciated in a direct manner with the denom-
ination, and only one is currently involved 
in local church leadership. Graybill 
touched on a larger issue: who cares for 
Brethren in Christ pastors when things 
"go wrong" in ministry/leadership? The 
recent rash of "wounded" Brethren in 
Christ church leaders demands investiga-
tion and response by leadership. Thanks, 
Graybill, for reminding us of the cosmic 
conflict in which both believers and local 
congregations find themselves engaged, a 
conflict that has "practical" implications 
for all of us. 
Ray Bert 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
I just finished reading the July issue of 
the Evangelical Visitor. Thank you for 
this excellent issue—especially the arti-
cle, "Safe Surfin' on the Internet: How 
to access the Good without the Bad and 
the Ugly." As Christians, we need this 
type of help. 
Dorothy Charles 
Morrill, Kansas 
I appreciated the "Discipleship for the 
21st Century" column on war taxes in the 
July Visitor. I would like to expand on 
one way to respond which can allow us to 
follow our consciences while avoiding 
the inevitable consequences from with-
holding a portion of our income taxes. 
This would be by supporting the Peace 
Tax Fund Bill which was mentioned by 
Dr. Brubaker at the end of the column. 
Originally introduced to Congress in 
1972 as the World Peace Tax Fund Bill, 
the bill is now called the Religious Free-
dom Peace Tax Fund Bill. It would 
amend the Internal Revenue Code to per-
mit tax payers conscientiously opposed 
to participation in war to pay any income, 
estate, and gift taxes into a separate fund 
in the treasury. Conscientious objector 
taxpayers would pay 100 percent of their 
taxes, but instead of going into the gener-
al fund, their entire taxes would go into 
the Peace Tax Fund, which would be used 
only for non-military purposes. Support in 
Congress has grown since the bill's incep-
tion, with a dramatic increase in support 
in recent years including over 150 nation-
al and regional organizations throughout 
the political spectrum and over 50 mem-
bers of Congress. 
Even though initially the military bud-
get would not be affected, there are some 
compelling reasons for supporting the bill 
besides relieving our consciences! Each 
publication of instructions accompanying 
income tax forms for 160 million taxpay-
ers would include information about the 
availability of CO status. This would be a 
tremendous educational opportunity, 
causing all Americans to weigh their con-
science regarding war. Usage of the Peace 
Tax Fund option would be reported to 
Congress yearly, which could build mo-
mentum toward challenging military 
spending priorities. And passage of a 
peace tax fund bill by the US, a major 
military nation, would facilitate passage 
by other countries. 
My wife and I are supporters of the 
National Campaign For a Peace Tax 
Fund, an organization which coordinates 
efforts to promote the Peace Tax Bill. 
There are many ways the readers of the 
Visitor can contribute, both financially 
and otherwise. The Campaign can be con-
tacted toll free at 1-888-732-2382 (1-888-
PEACE-TAX). 
Jonathan P. Haggard 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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G O D created all things, visible and invisible, 
including all spiritual beings. All creation is finite and dependent 
upon the Creator, who was before all things and will continue forever. 
God's work of creation was good, both physically and morally. 
God blessed creation with His loving-kindness. Although God 
upholds and governs creation by the power of His will, God has 
given humanity the role of caretaker of the earth. Therefore we are 
responsible for its cultivation and preservation, and our use of its 
resources. 
Creation was marred as a result of human disobedience. However, 
evidence of creation's original order remains, and the earth now 
awaits restoration in God's redemptive plan. 
From the Brethren in Christ 
Articles of Faith and Doctrine 
Moving? 
Please let us know your 
new address at least 
three weeks in advance. 
The postal system 
charges us 50c per copy 
for returned magazines... 
and you miss a copy of 
the magazine. 
